= T = AN

T T 4 R smrors S - . e TN T ] N A
F?ﬁCLissIFlcaTEUﬁdﬁmTHURIT? g%RIUED FROM: Y
" FBEI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATTON GUIDE noy r;;—rT iy
. DATE 10-15-2010 : Q, §§ ol Né:hﬁmon i \

o L. Ve N‘W' o - NII' N Ichgls i /‘ -

" /8 0ardma; VY

DATE: 2/17/56 | MelBdogs g\

Mr. Mason :

My, Mohr_ ,

fn;‘!'-g‘-!': 1T o ' . > ‘k" i/ ‘ RLi "‘ ° oL ) ———
Fransmit thle following méssbge via ATRTEL Mr. Parsons____.
p Mr. Rosen ‘

ﬁr- Tamm @
‘f.:,'«é"» S YV ‘ T w ! ~e r. Neage ; |
O FROM SAG, NEW YORK (100-2%129) i e g ]

Tele. Room

Mr, I@pllomszlﬁ&‘
Miss ‘Gandy__

/)n\,ﬁz/‘/y’/ — S—

* . 3
N lgr” ;
NY 559.83% orally advised “As BRYAN JINIETT

of Newark and RICHARD H, BLAS'ER of the NYO on
2/15/56, that he visited the offices of CHARIES "BOBM.
CO= in WYC, on 2/10/54. . COE has been identified by

Y 559-8% as being active in CP farm work,
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DON WrsT
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While in COx's office, ED STRONG made an
appearance to see informant, because it had been
g0 long since he had seen him. DON WESY; who was
in ¥YC on a visit, also made an appearance at COErtg
office. _WEST and STRONG both appeared on the same
problem,
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PAGE TWO

Informant reported the following:

VST 1s the brother-in-law of NAT ROS®,
who was formerly as<ociated with the CRC., WEST,
in 193, was District Organizer in the Carelinas
and Virginia, WE™T has always been some sort
of a preacher, During the last few years,

WEST became located in Dalton, Georgia, A church
by the name of "The Church of God's Assembly"

is located there and 1s headed by & man named
PRATT. PRATT hag 150 ministers in the Dalton,
Georgia, area, WEST "tied up with this church"
and became one of its preachers, The church
published a paper called "The Southerner which
WEST edits, #Y 559-%fdescribed "The Southerner!
as "the religlous expression of the !Daily Worker!,"
The editor of the local newspaper in Dalton,
Georgia, and county prosecutor "attacked WEST"
and published his record., PRATT became alarmed.
The county prosecutor called a grand jury to
investigate the church as a CP vehicle., Local
mills began to ask their employees what church
they attended and if it was "The Chirch of God's
Assenmbly" they were fired.

Informant ascertained from TTRONG
and WEST that PRATT decided to sacrifice WE™T
and told the county prosecutor that he would
have all his ministers present to take a 1oyalty
oath and arranged it to be done via radio,
The county prosecutor insisted that WEST would
have to take h's loyalty oath before the grand
jury and waive his Fifth Amendment_ right, WET
resignéd and left town in o hurry%ﬁpd took the
mailing 1list of 5000 names of "The “outherner”
with h,im‘él;&, :

) , Informant advised the CP has decided

"to go.into the paper feet first? because,

as STRONG said, "This isome of the most

important things that has hanpenod 'in the %outh}ﬁg:
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for years." STRONG told the 1nformant that the paper
must be reinstituted because it is an "essential

~nstrument and weapon in the fight for Negro freedom
in the Southt .

STRONG was in contact with BART
to determine if some money could be raised, q;ka 2

Informant advised STRONG appears .

~to be head of the CP, UA.Negro Commission,

While ! TROWG was presentlng the
problems on the above stated situation in the South,
it was pointed out that there are two other
movements in the Zouth and the question of
combining all three arose.

Onc movement is the Institute of
Apolied Religion and the other is the Citrus
Workers Union headed by OTI® NATION in Lakeland,
Florida,

STRONG stated that he will work
to link the three movements together but under
no circumstances ‘can we have anything to do with
Otls Nation as he is a racketeer and onlyinterested
in raising money for himself and has worked for
the Texas Rangers at one time,"

If. any of the foregoeing information
is used in a report or disseminated outside the
Bureau, 1t must be paraphrased to protect the
identity of the 1nformanu.§§;t

VK(E' Lk&{
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Subject presently unemployed. WEST temporarily traveling

Bouglasville, Ga. WEST spoke at RLIC meeting 10/2L/5lL,
Atlanta, Ga., in company with HARRY KOGER. Subject con-

i
/ in Florida but expected to return to his residence, Route L].,
Y

Gas, &8s & minister in early 1955, WEST, while with Charch
of God of the Union Assembly, waseditor and co -publigher
of "fhHe Southerner." "The Southerner" is a monthly
publication, first issuedMarch, 1955, and was published
and edited each month thereafter until WEST was expelled
from t Chupfch of God of the Union Assembly ia January, .
1956, | Subject in contact With EDWARD EUGENE  STRONG,
fiational Communist Party official, 12/20/55 dnd 2/10/56
ThNew YorKk City. Subject in contact with-GE FREY WHITE,
official of New England District CR, 12/10/55 T\
December, 1955; WEST was alleged to have offered GBOFF EY
WHITE a position ‘on "The Southerner", Dalton, Ga., The
"Worker" and the fNational Guardlan"carrled artzcles

£
P( '\&'/éoncernlng WEST. February, 1956.
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All organizations, publicdtions, and.individuals mentioned
in this report will be descfibed in section V of this report.

All informants referred to in this report have furnished
reliable information in the past unless otherwise indicated.

4

BAGKGROUND
A. Residence
1, Current Residence ;e

[épnfidential Informant T~1 advised on February 23, 195 ‘
that WEST was in Florida visiting a relative, Informant
stated that since WEST was expelled from the Church of

God of" the Union Assembly, Dalton, Georgia, in January,
1956, he has traveled in the United States considerably,
visiting friends and contacts. Informant stated that it

is his understanding that the subject is planning to

return to his home at Route l., Douglasville, Georgia..

2. Previous Residence

The -subject resided at the Church of God of the Union
Assembly, Dalton, Georgia, on church property on
Highway 141 from early 1%5 until he was expelled

from the Church of God of the Union Assembly on
January 13, 1956, Prior to that time, WEST resided

on his farm, Route l, Douglasville, Georgia, during

1951 and 1955. )
| ET*L 2/23/56) 5521

4

B. Employment
1. Current Employment

WEST is presently unemployed but is expected to take
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up residence on his*farm'near DouglaSV111e, Georgila
and be occupied as a farimer in 1956.

E? 2/33/563%;

WEST was employed as a ministetr of the Church of God

of the Union Assembly from early 1955 until he was
expelled by that group on January 13, 1956 when he
refuséd to take a non-Communist oath. WEST im his
connection with the Church of God of the Union Assembly
edited the monthly public¢ation entitled "The Southerner!
which he and Reverend C. T, PRATT, National Moderator
of" the& Church of God of the Union Assembly, were listed

as co=publishers.,.
[- 2/23/56]11%

Prior to becoming affiliated W1th the Church of God of
the Union Assembly, WEST was employed during 195l as
a farmer at his home near Douglasville, Georgia.

E’I‘ 1 2/23/565_37&%'

2. Former Employment

I1. SUBJECT'S CONTACTS IN 1954

MIKE ROSS

nguldentlal Informant T~1 advised on July 9, 195l)that MIKE
ROSS, 606 North Chestnut Street, Carlsbad; New Mexico, had
visited the home of the subject on July 8 and 9, 195L.
According to the informant, ROSS is the brother-in-law '

of the subject.
- .
y Ve 179/ 6
b7C - —A

The above captioned individual was a visitor at WEST's home
in Douglasville, Georgia on August 10, 195@.

» 8/10/5)) §§{

N
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HARRY_KOGER

KOGER was observed to be in contdet with the subject on
October 22, 2, and 25, 195l at the subject's home, Douglas-
ville, Georgia, by Specidl Agents of the FBl. .

Confidential Informarnt T#2 advised on November 5, 195l that
HARRY KOGER had contactéd him oh Ocipber 27, 195l and
stated that he, KOGER, expected .DONWEST of Atlanta to.
join KOGER in New York City on or about November 11, 195l.
KOGER indicated that he feels WEST will be able to exert
considerable ianfluence anong Communist Party leadens in -
New York for assistance in |in

the~south.£§€?’ ' i
[r-2, 11/5/5) )

The "National Guaikdian" issue of November 8, 1954 carries

an article captioned "DON WEST Talks in New York Nov. 11."
This attidlé states thdat DON WEST was to speak at the
CHuréh of 411 Nation§ 9 Second Avenue, on November 11,

195h 4t 8:00.p.m. This article states In pafrt as follows:
"The meeting is being sponsored by the Southern Agricultural
Workers Organizing Committee which is seeking to organize
the shareé croppers and migratofy workers in the softith in

b7D

cooperation with the Methodist Federation for Social Action."

This article goes on to state that HARRY KOGER of Houston,
Texas will also spedak at the above-mehtioned meeting.-

Rosa Lee Ingram Club

On October 2l, 195, Reverend DONALD LEE WEST and Mr. HARRY
KOGER attended the Rosa Lee Ingraim Club' (RLIC) meeting

at the Allen Temple A,M.E. Church, Atlanta, Georgia. Mr.
HARRY KOGER introduced the speaker, Reverend DONALD LEE
WEST, and stated the club was "veryfortunate to have such an
outstanding character like WEST, a man for freedom, liberty,
justice, and Christianity" as a speaker., KOGER described
WEST as 4 man without fear and stated that he has "guts

and backbone enough to stand up anywhere and fight for
freedom and justice." KOGER concluded his intrgduction
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of WEST by reading one of Mr. WEST's poems, WEST in his
talk to the club stated that he had been at one time a
college professor on the faculty of Oglethorpe University
but is presently engaged in farming., WEST stateéd that he
travels around the country explaining to the people his
stand "for freedom to all people." WEST said that he was
interested in "freedom, liberty, and justice™ which the
people of America had not "waken up to as of now." WEST
stated that his "general theme was the common people = =
not the rich and capitalist." WEST stated that "there
were only a few rich people in America' and he wanted to
know "why is it right for them to control America?" WEST in
conclusion stated to the club that "gold and silver have- 1
none, but such as I have, I give to thee", and with that
advised the ¢lub members that He was donating some of his
personal books of poetry so that they could be sold and the
funds obtained to keep the club going. :

. -
\er-3, 1o/27/5u)_1§§f

rEo‘ni‘ide‘ntial Informant T=3 advised {tha
of the RLIC, carried ReVeren - LEE WES
on the membership roster of iha1RLIC on October 2l, 195,
Informant stated that was quite impressed with
the offer of WEST giving the club twenty-four books authored
by him entitled "The Roads are Rocky™ i e of Southern
Earth." According to the informant, was
impressed with the offer and has since carried WEST on the
roster as a member of the club. However, the informant
pointed out that other than the above action on the part
of the subject, WEST has taken no activity in the club and
is not a regular dues-paying member of the club, -

Er-s, 10/27/54%'(}5@
ilI. SUBJECT'S AFFILIATION WITH THE CHURCH OF GOD OF THE UNION
. ASSEMBLY, DALTON, GEORGIA, AND "THE SOUTHERNER™

(8

A, "The Southerner"

Eéformant advised on March 5, l955§that DONALD WEST is

i

b6
b7C




C =

AT 100-559

3

now an ordained minis{¥er™ef* Me Church of God of the
Union Assembly, which chirch is under the leadership
of one Reverend C. T. PRATT and is located at Dalton,

Georgla. !

(T, 3/5/55) j&S

"The Southerner™, wolume 3,number I, dated March 11955,

. carried the following article on page two, column one.,
This article is c¢aptioned "The Southerner's Purpose'
by Reverend C. T. PRATT and DONALD Lé@&ESL; publlshers,
This article states in part as follows: "This is the
first issue of The Southerner, To launch an independent
journal in these times may seem foolhardy to some + « 4
The Southerner'!s purpose is to travel the réad of truth
and in the true American spirit. America is nota — —
Democratic or a Republlcan. America is a principle = =
the principle of freedom and right and justice for all
regardless of race, creed, sex, or color . . . The
Southerner is to be strchly independent as to politics
and religion. Both of us are preachers in the Church
of God of the Union AsSembly, but we favor - - and The
Southerner stamds for = = complete religious freedom
for all « + + « In politics, too, The Southerner 1§
indéependent. It is not an organ for any political mparty.
Not a Democrat nor a Socialist, not a Communist nor a
Republican party paper. Nezther is it a tail fon any
political partyts kite., We want.it made clear at the
beginning that The Southerner is 100 percent independenta.es

B.iContact of with the Subjegzjﬁg(

©n April 13, 1955, informant advised that |

| on April 9, 1955 had gone to Dalton, Georgla to

see Reverend DONALD LEE WEST in an effort to get WEST

to give soéme publication in his newspaper, "The Southerner',
to the Rosa Leé Ingram 'Club in behalf of ROSA LEE TNGRAM,
The informant stated that accordlng to

of the RLIC who accompanied] |

to Dalton, Georgia, that she and| [were
cordially received by DONALD LEE WEST and his wife in
the WEST home. wj

(T~3, L/13/55)
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Cv WEST in Newspapes Centi3variy -

Alton, Georgia, and

géénfidential Informant T+l advised 6n October 7, 1955 }

at WEST's background has been given considerable publi=
cation in "The Dalton News" and "The Dalton Citizen®, -
weekly publications printed in Dalton, Georgia; since -
August, 1955. The informant was of.the opinion that con=
troversy in Dalton between the newspapers and DONALD LEE
WEST was really a labor "management argumént and stated
that the Chenille Industry controils Dalton, Georgia, as
well as "The Dalton News" and "The Dalton Citizen."

"The Dalton Citizen" edition of August 25, 1955, page one,
carries the poem written by WEST entitléd "Listen, I'm a
Communist." "The Dalton News"edition of August 28, 1955,
page one, carries an article captioned "WEST denies writing

Communist poem; offers $100 reward for proof of it."

"The Atlanta Constitution", & daily newspaper of Atlanta,
Georgia, in its edition of October li, 1955, carried the
following article on page twentynine entitled "Jury in
Dalton to Investigate Red Activity,"

"The Dalton News" edition of August 21, 1955, page twelve, -
carried an article capti oned "Information From the Fiiles
of the Committee on Un-=American Activities, U. S. House

of Representatives," Immediately under this heading
appeared the following:

"(DON L. WEST now 1ives in Dalton, He is edifor of

'The Southerner! of which he is also co“publisher with

Cs T, PRATT. The following is eXact information from

the files of the Committee on Un=American Activities and
was copied in Washingtoh for Congressman HENDERSON LANHAN
of the Georgia Seventh District,)" .

The article then set forth WEST!s record as reflected
by the House Committee on Un=American Activities.

"The Dalton News"edition of September 11, 1953, page\one,
carries an article captioned "WEST says Poem Isn't Issues
Again Brings in Labor Angle,"
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"The Dalton Citizen" edition of Septenber 11, 1955,
page one, carries 'an article captioned ! Leglon Condemns$
Front of Religion ia Current Activities; Cites Need of
Unity in Face of Communist Threat to Country."

"The Dalton News" edition of October 23, 1955, page one,
carries a photograph of the subject and an article cap-
tioned "Jury Recesses; WEST Before Group Thursday.”

This article states that Whitfield Grand Jury sitting

in Dalton, Georgia recessed Tnursday afternoon (October 20,
1955) This article stdtes in part as follows:

"Prior to recessing, the jury subpoenaed DON WEST Thursday
afternoon., WEST, whose record from the files of the House
Committee on Un-American Activities has recently heen made
public here, was in the jury room. for more than an hour."

‘:gnfidentlal Informant T=1 advised on November I, l9é§]é§§
that WEST had declined to answer any questions before
the Whitfield County Grand Jury on October 20, 1955 and
invoked the Fifth Amendment of the Const1tut1on as a

basis for declining. -
E* , 11/114/55)‘5&

"The Atlanta Coastitution" edition of December 31, 1955,
page one, column four, carried an article entitled "Dalton
Jury Urgeés U.S. Probe West." This article states that
WEST, now a minister of the Church of God of the Union
Assembly and editor of "The Southerner", a monthly publi=
cation, was subpoenaed before the Whitfield Grand Jury,
which was investigating Communist activities in the
Dalton, Georgia area, among other things. This article
states that the grand jury sharply criticized WEST for
what it said was failure to cooperate with the jury
"when called in an investigation" in October, 1955
Accordlng to the article, the grand jury's report

states as follows:

"We wish to state that this body recognizes the right of
any person, includlng the editor of The Southerner, to
invoke the aid of the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution
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of the United Statés whenever any answer to & question
asked by this group might tend to incriminate such person.,!

This article goes on to state that the jury did not receive
cooperation from DON WEST, editor of"The Southerner,"
This article further states that the jury commended MARK
PACE, editor of "The Dalton News" and "The Dalton Citizen",
who calléd upon the jury to investigate WEST, ‘
In an article appearing in "The Southerner" editlion of Sep*=
tember , 1955, page five, columns one through five, '

captioned "This They Cannot Forgive by DONALD L. WESTs
The following appears in part:

'",;;. My position is that I do not probe into & man's

politics or his religions That is none of my business,.
Nor do I consider it anybodyt$ business what mine are.
What people have said about me, considered me, or
written about me i$ andther matter. Regardless of
where it has been written or said, I d6 not assume
responsibility for what others say or write; And if a
man is working for a ‘good cause, I don't need an FBI
file or thé background on his own personal, religious,
or political.beliefs before ¥ work with him. se.o I

am not a Communistai.,'Those'who‘read The Southérnér or
have heard me speak know my publi¢ and voluntary state~
ments that I am not a Communist..,.. £&gain I say I am not
the issue., The real issue 'in the Dalton area is the
rights of workers to organize and bargain collectively.
The attack on me is only to confuse the issue..."

"The Southerner" dated March,.1955 published at Dalton,
Georgia 1lists on its masthead Reverend C. T, PRATT and
Reverend {DONALD L. WEST as publishers. Contributing
editors listed in part are Dr, ALVA TAYLOR, Teniiessee,
and AUBREY WILLIAMS, Alabamas.

The December, 1955 edition of "The Southerner" lists
BUFORD POSEY of Mississippi and PERRY CARTWRIGHT

as contributors, as well as AUBREY WILLIAMS and Dr.
ALVA W, TAYLOR,
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It is to be noted that PERRY CARTWRIGPT authored
articles that appéated in the May, August, September,
October, and November issues of "The Southerner."

D, "National Guardian" Welcomes "The Southerner"

In an article appearing in the "National Guardian™ issue
of May 2, 1955 captioned "Welcome !'The Southerner® ", the
followigg appears: - '

"The Guafdian is delighted to welcome with warmest good
wishes a new vqice of the people. It is-a monthly news=
paper, The Southefrner, published in Dalton; Georgia by the
Rev, CHARLIE PRATT, pastor of the Church of God of the

_ Union Assembly; and DONALD L. WEST, poet and teacher.,™

E. CARTWRIGHT's Affiliation with "The Southerner"

E%anldentlal Informant T-5 advised on August 1, 1955{that

¢ had attended a meeting of the Socialist Unlon of
America (SUA) held at Chicago, Illinois on July 31; 1955,
Informant stated that PERRY CARTWRIGHT spoke on the
topic of "The South." According to thé informant,
CARTWRIGHT had a copy of the newspaper entitled "The
Southerner" published monthly in Dalton, Georgia and
stated that he had spent a lot of time with WEST while he
was visiting in the south. ‘He said he did a few inter= .
views for the paper and wrote a few articles. According
to the informant, CARTWRIGHT implied that he was thHinking

of going south to work with WEST. e
E"S: 8/1/55)-1

F, WESTtExDelledlfﬁom‘Churqh-of_God of the Union Assembly

"The Dalton News" issue of January 15, 1956 carriés an
article captioned "PRATT orders WEST to Answer Question
of Jury or Leave, Has Ministers Tgke Oath on Communisn. "
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This article states that on January.- 13, 1956, at the
quarterly session 6f the Church of God of the Union
Assembly, Whitfield County Solicitor ERWIN MITCHELL
appgared on the platform of the church at the request
of /PRATT and administered a special oath on Communism
to all of PRATT's ministers end his supreme council.,
WEST was the only minister on the platform not to take
the oath. :This article quotes PRATT as saying:

"If any 6f my ministers won't swear before the grand jury
or any other jury that he is not a Communist I don't want

him in this churchi"

"The Daily Times", Gainesville, Georgia, a daily newspaper,
edition of January 15, 1956, carried an article captioned
"Chureh Expels Rev, DON WEST." This article, bytiined
Dalton, reflects that DON WEST, who was recently criticized
by a grand jury, had been expelled from his church at
Dalton, Georgia. The church mémbership voted 100 per cent
to oust WEST, according to this article.

The "Atlanta Journal, edition of January 15, 1956, Atlanta,
Georgia, on page six, column five, carries an article cap=
tioned "WEST, Expelled From Church Leaves Daiton," This
article reflects that DON WEST had left Dalton, Georgia
after being expelled by the Church of“God of the Union
Assembly, .

The February, 1956 edition of "The Southerner" carries an
article on page one captioned "WEST Gives Reason fér
Resignation" by DON WEST, a signed statement, This
article 'states in part as follows:

"As editor of The Southerner, I haVe been the subjéct of

a terrific smear campaign in recent months. The Dalton
newspapers and labor haters like ALSTON CALHOUN and

EDGAR BUNDY, who were imported and put on radio, have

used materials from the Committee on Un=American Activities
by witnesses such as HARVEY MATUSOW and PAUL CROUCH to
label me Communist." ' .

The masthead of the February, 1956 editionfof "The \
Southerner" reflects that C, T, PRATT and JAMES H., WILSON




=T

a

q o
f » K I e
- . \
e ¢
R v

AT 100-559

 fames. 1 ;\’\\u}\s@g

are the publishers and that C. T. PRATQ is the editor.
Listed ai%pontributing editor is HOWARD} BOWLING, and.

HAROLD D. JSOWDER and JAC}gf\GI_LE,S, starf! ‘eporters, are!
isted staff mer

BT ) 3
M

the only ‘2 erss £ Yhe Soothewie”  GA

IV, SUBJECT'S CONTACT-WITH COMMUNIST PARTY OFFICIALS

s

JUNIUS SCALES

At the time SCALES was apprehended in.Memphis, Tennessee,
November 18, 1951, the following notation was located
among SCALES! effects:

"DON W. (Abercrombie Feed and Grist Mill) (know him)
Douglasville" . -

Eégpording to Confidential Informant T'ILSWEST was a customer
of Abercrombie Feed and -Grist Mill, Dodglasville, Georgia,

and received telephone calls at that place of business
while he reésided in Douglasville, Georgia .area. '

(T=1 ,2/23/56‘)}56’

PERRY CARTWRIGHT

E%gnfidential Informant T=5 advised on January 26, 1956} that

e sub ject, in the company of PERRY CARTWRIGHT, spoke at a
meeting of the Socialist Union of America held in Chicago,
Illinois on January 22, 1956. The informant stated that
WEST gave a talk about the progress of "The Southerner"

and the need for such a paper., He said he had started
progressive thinking among the chenille workers and two

of them came to him and asked him if he could help them
start a union., WEST stated that he had taken the side of
the striking workers in Dalton, Georgia, and the factory
owners got the other newspapers to attack him because he was
on the workers! side. WEST said that Reverend PRATT had
stood by him but was only interested in the réligiots angle
of the paper. WEST stated that "big people" put the préssure
on PRATT and his credit was curtailed at the local banks.
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According to informant, WESTREREM WhiR the county district
attorney wantéd them to srgn'hQn‘Cbmmunist*affidagits and
that WEST would not agree to this but that he would sign
that he .is not a Communist and added that his past was
nobody's ‘-business. According to thé informant, WEST stated
that he has mot given up or given in and that the need for
a militani southern publication is stronger than ever. He
said that organizétion of thé south is of vital importance.

' He alsé said that "The Soéutherner" wouid be published again,

although theré*may.be trouble with the hame and it may be
necessary to call it "The New Sotitherner." According to
WEST, this few paper Will be bettér than ever because the
burden of' PRATT+$ heavy religious articles, which were
never a positive Contribution to a southern progressive
newspaper, will be Pemoved. WEST referred to - AUBREY
WILLIAMS, who has agreed to coepérate with him and help

him start publi'shing again. =
| YZE%S, 1/26/Eéf§§;

. /EDMARD EUGENE.STRONG. and .GEQOFFREY WHITE
) :

Cgpnfidentialrlnﬁormant T-6, advisedjdufihg January 1956 :
that one GEOFFREY WHITE met with EDWARD. STRONG and DONAL

WEST in New York City around December 20,7 1955, for the purpose

of discussing a future assignment of WHITE's. This
informant advised that.this assignment may be in Dalton,
Georgia, where WEST is editor of the newspaper "The
Southerner", and WEST may have ‘offered employment to WHITE.

E*é, January 1'?5613%

l95§3thrt ANN and GFQFFREY WHITE had-met with EDWARD .EUGENE
STRONG, and MICHAEL RUSSO 6a November 10,
1955, at rrovidence, Rhode Island. The'informant advised
that at this meeting STRONG discussed -a Communist Party

6 2 Confidential Informant T“é,.previoﬁsly advised in November,
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prop081tion with the WHITEs o*? gomg to Dalten, Geéorgia
where GEOFFREY WHITE could obtain a position as a writer

on "The Southerner."
. | - N‘ﬁz
Igf‘é, November, 1955)15%;

Confidential Informant T=7 advised during February of 1956
that he had obtained information that DONALD WEST and STRONG
had visited Communist Party Headquarters in New York City

on February 10, 1956. According to the informant, WEST

had always been a preacher and that during the last three
years had been affiliated with_a chufch in Dalton, Georgia.

In connection with his act1VLties in Dalton, Georgia, WEST
published a paper called "The Southerner” and became involved
with local officials in Dalton who. attacked WEST and published
his past record, THhe informant stated that it -was his under-
standing from the conversation of STRONG and WEST that PRATT,
head of the church in Dalton, decided to .sacrifice WEST and
told the county prosegcutor that he would have all his ministers
take a loyal ty oath. &§

Accordlng to the informant, WEST resigned and left Dalton,
Georgia hurriedly, The 1nformant advised that it was his
understanding ‘that the Communist Party was interested in,
"The Southerner" and STRONG stated-this i§ one “of the most
important things that has happened in’the. sotth for years,
STRONG also stated that the paper, named "The Southerner"
mugi: be reinstituted because it is an essential instrument
and weapon in the fight for Negro freedom in the south.

-
Lz, Febriary, 1956)%

t?siigenfldentlal Informant T~6 advised in January, 1956 that 1t
was his understandlng that the question regarding the use
f "The Southerner" was raised at a high level Communist
Party meeting in New York City, According to the informant,
it was stated that efforts should be made in expanding the
use of this paper and means and ways to do tHis was further
discussed for each district. ey

(16, January, 1956 )Fj‘/
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CLAUDE CLOSSIE WILLIAMS

Confidential Informant T-l advised on January 16, 1956 that
WEST visited CLAUDE CLOSSIE WILLIAMS on January 1l, 1956 =~
at the home of WILLIAMS, Route 1, Helena, Alabama. Accordg-
ing to the informant, WEST told WILLIAMS that he was forced
to leave Dalton, Georgia .and resign his position as editor
of "The Southerner.” Informant stated that WEST plans to
set up another newspaper similar to "The Southerner" and
plans to utilize the subscriptions of approximately 5,000
names of persons throughout - the south, According to the

informant, AUBREY WILLIAMS, Montgomery, Alabama, was going ™

to be contacted by WEST concerning publishing of a new news-
paper. . .

—
(T~ 1/16/56)?3

WESTts Publicity in the "Worker"

The. "Worker", edition of February 12, 1956, page seven, col=-
umns: three-through five carry an article captioned "Georgia
Preacher Built Union Despite Mill Bosses Terror." * This
article carries a Montgomery, Alabama dateline and states
that DON WEST, preacher, teacher, editor, and poet, had been
obliged to quit his church job in Dalton, Géorgia on :
January 12, 1956 after pressure from "textile barons" in
the chenille rug industry have been too great on the Church
of God of the Union Assembly, whose monthly publication,
"The Southerner", WEST “edited.

WEST's Publicity in "National Guardian"

The "National Guardian" edition of February 6, 1956, page
three, ¢olumns one through four, carries an .article cap-

. tioned "He'll Dig his Roots Elsewhere, DON WEST Forced

to Leave !The Southerner! and Dalton." This article states
that DON WEST, preacher, poet; and editor, drove out of
Dalton, Georgia last week using his pistol to fire at -
the tirés of his pursuers, This article relates WEST's
dismissal from the ‘Church of God of the Union Assembly’

.headed by Reverend C., T. PRATT in Dalton, Georgia and his

experiences with"The Dalton News'" and "The Dalton Citizen."




He stated that he has not seen WEST since.
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"In Montgomery, Alabama last week, WEST said he was hoping
to start a new publication to take up where 'The Southerner!?
left off. He told MAUND every good fight we make, win or
lose, accomplishes something." , :

Infofmant Contact .

Confidential Informant T-8 advised on April 1l, 1955 that
the subject was .looked upon by party leaders as being the
type of comrade whé had the facility to "straighten out"
difficult party problems. The informant added the subject
enjoyed contacts in the business world that Communist Papty "
functionaries were unable .to safely maintain and as a conse-
quence, WEST was considered to be a valued comrade. .

(T-8, h./lu/ss‘)/js;j

Confidential Informant T=9 advised on April 1, 1955 that he
first met WEST in 1936 in Charlotte, North Carolina. T=9
advised that at that time WEST attended Communist Party
meetings and was accepted as a Communist Party member.

‘ | =
(T-9, L/1/55) jij:

DESCRIPTION OF INDIVIDUALS, ORGANIZATIONS, AND PUBLICATIONS
MENTIONED IN THIS REPORT

A

The above captioned individual was serving as a_memher 0f4jfﬂé/
/___—_,—/

PERRQKSARTWRIGHT

T g

the Branch-Executive Committee of the Chicage Branch. of,

the Socialist Union.of.Americs.on.December. li;.1955, having G4
beéen elected to that post during July, 1955,

(T-5, 12/1l Sﬁ'
(’I‘“lO,lZ;lﬁ;SS)%

o
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Civil Rights Congress

The Civil nghts Congress has been cited by the Attorney
General as coming within the purview of Executive Order

10l50.

Communist Party

The Communist Party has been designated by the Attorney General
as coming W1th1n the purview of Executive Order 10450,

Dailx_Worket

The Daily/é;rker is an east coast Communist daily newspaper.
ol _

ntial Informant T-11 advised on an unknown date that
was formerly an active member of the Communist
Party in Wasthgton, D.Cv, wasTexpelled for dislqyalty to
Party in_1952 in Washington, D.C., and that
| |became angry with the local action taken
against nher, reporting it to BETTY GANETT, Education G;%
Director, National Communist—RBartwy in ”gm;xong,City
According to the informant; allegedly protested BIC
to GANETT concerning the actlon of the District of - ' .
F&iumhla_Bxanﬁh of the Communist Party in not permitting
to return to active membership:in the
Communist Party. GANETT, according to_the informant,
reportedly promised to check into the |

matter and if "ithings work out", GANETT would arrange
for a transfer for to the Communist Party
i gfita; Georgias

"\ -
Confidential Informant T~12 advised on September 30, 1950 |
that HARRY KOGER wasé khown to the informant as a member _of ,fpx,
the Communist Party.at that time and stated that KOGER had =
recently recruitéd a new member into the Communist Part% ; ﬁéﬁ&
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Confidential Informant T-13 advised on November 10, 1955 that

was a menber of the Communist Party whé had

recently returned from the south where she had been working
on Communist Party business.

Masses and Mainstream

The booklet entitled "Guide to Subversive Organizations and
Publications" dated"May 1ll, 1951, prepared ahd released by
the Committee on Un-American Activities, U. S. House of
Representatives, Washington, D.C., cited "Masses and
Mainstream" as "the successor to New Masses, !a Conmmunist
magazine,' ", in the Congressional Committee on Un-American
Activities. House Report number 1953 dated April 26, 1950:

National Guardian

The 1949 report of the California- Committeé on Un-American

Activities cited thé "National Guardian" as a.publication

launched in New York in 1948 aiming at national circula-=
tion, which they found to be from its inception notoriously
Stalinist in its staff, writers, management and content.
(19h9 report of the California Senate Fact Finding Committee
on Un-American Activities, page 39lL.)

The masthead of the "National Guardian®, issue of May 9,
1955, reflects that it is published weekly by Weekly
Guardian Associates, Incorporated, 17 Murray Street,

New York 7., New York. ‘

b6
b7c

was interviewed on July 27,.1951 and admitted he was »
previously-a member of the Communist Political Association 6;4‘
and that he had been expelled as being a "deviationist,"

The Communist Political Association has been -designated

by the Attorney General as coming within thé purview of
Executive Order 10L50.
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Revérend CHARLES T,gi/PZATT : . ,

“5 ‘
The "Macon Telegraph and News", a daily newspaper published
in Macon, .Georgia, issue of February 22, 194);, stated that
a conference for Georgia Wallace for President leaders ha /
been held in the courthouse at Macon, Georgia on February 1,
1948. According to this néws article, the foli;;}ng‘éom~"

mitteemenfhad'beenfnamed to make arrangements foff a state-
wide conference! - "Co-Chairman, Reverend: C, T#APRATT,.

T e e

Dalton, Georgia; Executjive VicefChairman, DONALD L, WEST,
Atlanta, Georgiai" b aelesh Kenir .
C g b6

Ti, P:]a forier member of the Communist p7c
* Party,]ladvised that the Feople'!s Progressive Party of

A

Georgla was formed on May 8, I8 8t Macon, Georgia and
canvasSers in behalf of this party brought into the Georgia
-area to assist i the campaigning from other sections of the coun=-,
try were connected with Communist activities: This informant
advised that Reverend C. T. PRATT, Dalton, Georgia, was °

the co=chairman and DONALD L, WEST_ of Atlanta, Georgia

was the executive vice chairman. advised]thatS

HOMER BATES CHASE, an admitted.member of the Communist >

Party, and DONALD L, WEST were instrumental in the

Toundatlion of the People's Progressive Party of Georgia,

gzggég October, 1948,/ \adviségzthat the People!s ﬁ?c

rogressive Party was an organization dominated and
controlled by members of the Communist Party in the
State of Gedrgia,

b6
b7cC o

See Rosa Lee Ingram Club,

Rosa Lee Ingram Club

The May 29, 195L issue of "The.Atlanta Daily World", a
daily Atlanta, Georgia Negro newspaper, reflected that on

May 2L, 195L, the Rosa.lee_.lngram.Club (RLIC) was organized G
_'____._—-‘—-——-

by a ggroup of women meeting at the, home of Mrs.. OCTAVINE
KYLEgkREID, Atlanta, for the purpose of stimulating interested

in thg case of Mrs, INGRAM and her sons.

.’- —




-

AT 100-559

It i$ to Dbe rioted that Mrs; R@SA LEE INGRAM and hér two
sons Were convicted , and-diven life sentences in the State
of Georgla in 1948 for the death of a white tenant farmer.

- . b6

E}r_‘l Novemhe# fii 195l Confidential Informant T=~3 advzse@% b7C
at on October 26, 195L told members of ths

Club. they should Tecognize the Free Rosa Lee Ingram

Movement as a stand’ against segregation inasmuch as the

imprisonment of Mrs. INGRAM and her sons was solely the

result of racial preJudlce.

iConfldentlal Informant T=3 advised on December 27, igé%Z}E?ﬁf
at two pf the mact aAjlve members of Jthe Club at tha

time | and LEAH YOUNGIWASHBURN. mg  be
}:1 | srotheT o land (WASHBURN, has identified b7C
' in_the’ past{ [ b7D
MI msgmss
! == -+

varying periods in 1937 to 1952|that ROSS was known to-.them
as._a.member of the Commanist Party. (oA - M

| T%iﬂéénfldentlal Informants T=1l., 7~15, and T~ 16 advised in

Eﬁnﬁidentlal Informant T=17 advised on May 28, l%éa
MIKE ROSS is the brother of NAT ROSS, whom 1nformant
described as a former National Commlttee representatlve
of the Communist Party for thé southern states and is a
paid functionary of the Comnunlst Party in the south,

NAT ROSS
See MIKE ROSS.

JUNIUS SCALES

JUNIUS SCALES, former Southérn Regiondl Director, Communist
Party, United States of America, was tried in the Middle

District of North Carolina forwiolation of the Membership
Provision of the Smith Act of 1§h0fand was found dguilty on
April 22, 1955 and was sentenced to six yeéars imprisonment.
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SAMUEL“/ I;LEN | Sugﬁiﬁ

The "Daily Worker', issue of December 9, 1955, page six,
column three, contained an article which referred to SAMUEL
SILLEN as the editor of "Masses and Mainstream." ¢'4-

Socialist Union of America

Confidential Informant T=18 advised on November 8, 195} that
the Socialist Union of America was formed as a result of a
split from the Socialist Workers Party on November 21, 1953

he minority group led by also known as )
Cochranites, believed that THe’rganization Should enter '§§ ¥%
nto other left~wing groups, such as the Communisi_Ranty. ,ﬂ7ﬁ¢’ 4
with the intention of swinging these groups,right or left,
thereby bringing about a revolution sooner.

at the Midwest Founding Confergnce, Detroit, Michigan. b6
j}%*lB stated that the primary rgagon for the split was that [,
5

The Socialist Workers Party and Communist Party Have been
de51gnated by the Attorney General as coming within the
purview of Executive Order thSO.

EDWARD EUGENE STRONG

E%efldentzal Informant T-19 advised on December 8, 195::¥3§{
that STRONG was then a member of the National Admlnlstra
Committee of the Communist Party.

ALVA\TAYLOR

4lva_w. XTiylog

"The Dalton News" ed1t1 \n of September 18, 1955, page sixteen,
carried an article which was taken from the files of the House
of Un-American Activities Committee concerning ALVA TAYLOR. (54
This article reflects that the House Committee on Un-American
Activities lists TAYLOR as having been affiliated with, in

some capacity, the American Committee f.or Protection ¢ of ‘
Foreign Born, Peoplels. Institute.on.Applied JReligion,

American Committee for Spanish Freedom, and the™ Nat10na1
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Council of American SOV1et FFlQﬂdSth.. All of the above~
! mentioned organizations have been d651gnated by the
! ‘ Attorney General as coming within the purview of Execu-
tive Order 10450,

Mwé% - 5y

VContidential Informant T=6 advised on August 31, 1955{thHat
ANN WHITE was a member as of August 23, 1955.0f the Rhode-
1 Commlttee of ‘the Communist °arty and as. 4”

S

tgonflden ial Informant T~6 advised on September 11, 1955
that GEOFFREY WHITE as of that time was a _member of the

New England District Committee, Communist Party, United 2\ ﬁadz
States of" America, District No. 1. .

[

hQ “Confldentlal Informant T-l advised on July 13, 195& that to
his knowledge, WILLIAMS has never beern a member of the
Communist Party. The informant stated that WILLIAMS é;gﬁ
appears_to f: Mgn_many~_90mmunlsthaniymp_LLg;es,but
is unwilling to openly espouse these pOllCleS for fear
of criticism as a pro*Commun1st.

The House Committee on Un-~American Activities, Washington,
D.C., received from unknown sources the original of four
letters from the Civil Rights Congress, 205 East L2nd
Street, New York, New York, and dated September 30, 1948,
October 6, 1948, October 19, 1948, and November 23, 1948.
These létters, on letterhead of Civil Rights Congress,
mentioned AUBREY WILLIAMS as qne of the national vice
¢hairmans. of the Civil Rights Congngss.

2 i

CLAUDE CLOSSIE WILLIAMS

During the course of hearlngs held: by the House Committee
on Un~American Activities in New York City onm July 6; 7,
8, 13, and 1, 1953, BENJAMIN GITLOW a se1f~admitted

K
[

. 5 - . ‘ 6«)
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(- 4; Y. ('g/;.?_r/é.\,kéﬂ./ ‘ ,
former Communist Party functionaty, testified that Reverend _,
CLAUDE Q}Q&ILLIAMS»was a_member of the Communist Partxu_déézéé_
and _the.Director of..the_ Peoplels_lnstitute of Applied Ay
Religion. The People'!s Institute of Applied Religion ,—4ﬁi;~
has been designated by the Attorney General as coming ,b,#i
within the purview of Executive Order 10450, =

Reverend CLAUDE C. WILLIAMS advised Special Agents of the
FBI on October 1, 1952 that he was a member of the Communist
Party in 193L for approximately three months’

The Worker

The "Worker" is the Sunday edition of the "Daily Wor ker",
an east coast. Communist daily riewspaper.. ' .

o
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Fizur® of HARRY KOGER and DONAL °E WEST v .‘ .'ted
on October 22 and 21, 195l by SAs be

and [2nd on bic

|
October 2>, 195L by SAs | and | |

CLAUDE CLOSSIE WILLIAMS was interviewed on OQ&teber 1, 1952 6

by SAs JAMES L, PUGH and x b7C
The Bureaut!s attention is directed to information contained

on page 13 of this report concerning GEOFFREY and b2

=ANN 1 oming to Dalton, Geéorgia as furnlshed by 17D

L

It is not known the number of individuals who are aware of
the plans of ANN and GEOFFREY WHITE to come to Atlanta,
Georgia: This information was paraphrased in an attempt
not to 1dentafv or cause any suspicion upon this highly
placed 1n10rmant. The Bureau may wish to carefully review
this informatzon prior to any dlssemlnatlon.

Careful con51deratlon'has been given to each source concealed
in this report with T symbols and T symbgls are used only

in those instances where the identity o@/source must be
concealed.

Date of Activity Agent to File Number
Identity And/ér Description Daté '~ ‘whom where
: of Source of Informatlon Recelved Furnlshed Located
o
T-1, | | - Background of 2/23/56 instant
. : report

f .orally e ’
b7D b7C @

ADMINISTRATIV“ PAGE
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

Date of Activity Agent to File Number
Identity And/or Deséription Date -whom where
of Sgurce. of Informationi Received Furnished ‘Loc¢ated
| T = _ A A = = A AL
g T=1 continued MIKE- ROSS visits 7./9 /%4 Cs DALLAS 10@=559-529 \
? sub ject 7/9/5k NOBLEY :
. ' orally : _
b6 . o - B
b7C 8/10/5l. C.DALLAS 100~559-536
visits WEST MCOBLEY, .
i 8/10/5L. orally o
info re WEST!'s  10/7/55 | 100+559-602
controversy with prally '
: téaij newspaper, Aug.,1955 ' o |
. . ) , b6
, WEST takes Fifth 11/1l/55 | 100-559+623 1c
- Amendment ' orally
10/20/55
WEST's contact 2/23/56 | instant
with Aberdrombie prally report
Feed Millg,
Douglasville; Ga. 3 I§§§§
T=2, info re KOGER and 11/5/5& .
: WEST
b2 orally
. b7D = - -
T=3 RLIC meeting 10/27/54.
} , Aded by § )
‘ ’ 10/24/5) and
sub ject'!s membeir~ written ‘
ship RLIC b2
. - b6
-y b7C
[ 1 41355 |
bIC visits orally
subgject 1/9/55
Characterization 11/1./5l
of RLIC 12/27/54
orally
S Y
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S Date of Activity Agent toé File Number
Identity And/or Description Date whom _ where
of SQurCeit“,‘. of Information Received Furnished . Located
Ty, info re WEST 3/5/55  JAMES L.
! with Church of PUGH, Birming~
' God of the Union ham, orally
’ Assembly : ' )
i ‘ Subject!s contact 1/16/56
>, }Qj with CLAUDE C. BIrming=
\ WILLIAMS 1/1l/56 am,; orally
Documentation:  7/13/5l
AUBREY WILLIAMS
\ T-5, - Info re CART-  8/1/55
v “ WRIGHT at SUA -
g?D ' meeting 7/31/55 orally j
Info re WEST at 1/26/56 b2
SUA meeting 1/22/56 ’ b6
' orally b7C
. ) ’ 17D
Characterization 12/1/55
of PERRY CARTWRIGHT
T-6, Info re WESTts 1/3/56
: meeting with
STRONG and WHITE
12/20/55
Info re WHITE's 11/1L/55
b6 mee ith STRONG
b7C and 11/10/55 ‘
Info re National 1/18/56
Textile meeting
NYC 1/1l/56 written
Thumbnail ANN WHITE 8/31/55
Thumbnail GEOFFREY 9/11/55
WHITE
(AP P ]
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f ‘ Date of Activity Agent to File Number
Identity And/or Description Date ‘whom - ; where
of Sourcé f Informat*on Recezved Furnished - Located
T=7, NY 559-S% Info re STRONG 2/15/56 BRYAN JINNETT \
. and WEST at CP Newark .
‘Head juarters RICHARD BLASSER
. 2/10/56 New York
: ] _ Orally -
X T~8, Info re WEST as l/il/55 o2
‘ good CP contact | orally - igc
Info re CP memn~ U/1/55 b7D

bership 1936

Characterization 12/1l/55
of PERRY CART-
VRIGHT

Doacumentatian of Unknown

Characterlzatlon 9'30~5h
re KOGER | | i ( . § ,
Thumbnail 11/10/85

T=1l, Documentation
MiKE ROSS

T#15 Documentation
MIKE ROSS

Documentation
MIKE ROSS

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE —
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Date of Activity Agent to File Number
Identity And/or Description Date whom where
~of Source. ] of Information Received Furnished Located
-~ ‘ e e X — i e
T=17 gl | Documentation 5/28/5h JOHN S.  PX 100~8l7~-
MIKE ROSS 6/1/54  TEMPLE 798,800
\ Tucson,
EI‘.’LZ. -
T~18," Documentation )
| suA , .(;Si
T~-19, Documentation of ' “ - _
STRONG
LEADS:

ATLANTA DIVISION

- AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA

Will verify subjectts residence and employment upon return
to Atlanta and consider recommendation for inclusion of
WEST on security index.

REFERENCE ;

Bureau letters to Atlanta dated 1/25/56 and 1/27/56.

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE




FD-36 (6-21-55)

' \ an jib v,?.”vmmwvﬁzr
N ‘ oo 3 Mr. Nicholg.. o
R ’ FBI @5} ’ ?(l j A ' %Boardma -
6 M
Date: r. nson.t
3/29/5 K Mr. Mohg.
Transmit the following message via ATIRTEL ATRMATFE V ﬁf{ §2§;:13
- My, Tatmm, ;
T T — Bty Nens2 ocamson |
‘ y , (Priority or Method of Mailing) M Wintemeed. § i
g ; T, ROV oo |
£ From SAC, MOBILE (100-365) ‘- Won, Bl |
To: /DIRECTOR, FBI (100-20396) |
X / T
7 j p
DONALD LwE WEST - o ) %}‘
SM-C g:@""b : /&7
on 3/28/56, JOE AZBELL, City kditor, Montgomery
Advertiser, Montgomery, Alabama, adviged Special Agent SPENCER
H. ROBB that he had just learned from
Walker Printing Company, Montgomery; TRAt captioned Subjec
o had had 2000 letter heads printed bearing the following data:

The New Southerner, Voice of the New South, P. Q.
Box 6043, Carolyn SL§¢1on, Montgomery, Alabama, HEditor and
Publisher, DONALD Ly WEST. Contributing Editors: PERRY
CARTWRIGHT, WALTER i, DIiLLARD, MORRIS ELEMMONS, BUFORD POSEY,
BYRON HERBERT REECE, ALVA W. TAYLOR, AUBREY WILLIAMS. It
also bore the legend "Advocating truth, hope, love, mercy,
brotherhood, non-violence, and simplicity". AZBELL stated
that after learnlng the above information, he telephonlcally
contacted MARK PACE, Editor of a Dalton, Geor aper,
hiho told him WEST was a known Communist, thatf;f:ffffjhad
been associated with WEST in Dalton, and is a Iormer pro-
fessor at Vanderbilt Uhlver31ty, Nashville, Tennessee, that-
he understands CARTWRIGHT is a CP member from Chicago, Illineis,#
that TAYLOR is a CP membker, but doesn't know where he_is from,
that REECE is the Poet Laureate of Georgia, and that is

rom Mississippi; no further background known to AZBELL or b7c ﬂ
ACE .,

3//9/8

ALL INFORMATION CONTA
HEREINIS smg;{asszﬁzs |
& /

am‘g

AZBELL stated that he understands above publication -4

is to be printed by the Southern Farmer Press of AUBREY

WILLIAMS. Additional details will be furnished as developed. g§
w“
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,.,J une UNITED STA ‘ NVERNMENT

ontgomery, Alabama. BEditor and Publisher, DONALD L.
EST." , e
"b7?' advised that WEST still‘maintalns his home on

TS UNCLASSIFIED 2%

DIRECTOR, FBI ( 1foc-,2o 396) DATE?: 'Li/zo/ 56

SAC, ATLANTA (100-559).

DONALD LEE%EST wa‘s: A /L/g N eI

M ~-C
Atlanta - 00. o . " pe

‘Rerep SA Atlanta, 2/29/56, bc
Mobile airtel to Director 3/29/56.

b7D

State of Georgia (pfoteci identity) advised on 11/10/56
that the subject ig/presently residing in Monigomery,
Alabama With AUBREYNWILL IAMS. T T——
Referenced Mobile airtel- states WEST has h\d 1etter-
heads printed bearing the following: "The New Southerger,

Voice of the New South, P. O. Box 603, Carolyn Station,

Route '}, DouglaSVLlle, Geofgia, and stated that on

oneé occasion in the past month WEST is known to have
,returned to his home at Douglasville, Georgia. WESTts
home was observed during the first week of Apr11 and
appeared to be unoccupied.

The Mobile Office 1s requested to, through appropriate
sources who may have information concerning AUBREY
WILLIAMS, ascertain the curtent employment and residence
of the subgectw In this conneection, Mobile is requestéd
‘to ascertain to whom.Box 60L3, Carolyn Station,
Montgomery, Alabama, is registered. ‘

The above subject is not c¢arried in the security index
of the Atlanta OffiCe at the present time. - .

«.59‘- Bureau (100-203%) (REGISTERED MAIL) - = =
2 = Mobi sg#(gggelsmmn MAIL Encl. 1) :
‘1 = Atlanta

‘ ’smmz awmmsz.

. dﬂﬁﬁﬁi&?W» fo - :
CPRistb “YE( o - L ARLED - zé/m L, ags~ [EQ
(5) e REUORDED 12 - 44»375 75(%
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AT 100=559
"~ Enclosed for the use of the. Mobile Office is a
photograph of WEST taken October, 1955,
Subjéect described as follows:
"Name DOI LD LEE WLS
Aliases ] est %if“weayez_,
‘ ‘*' Jeb
Born “"6/08 artecay, Gae
Height 612
Weight 185 1bs,
Eyes: ‘Blue
Hair Brown
Complexion Ruddy :
Scars & Marks Two - fingefrs missing from
‘ left hand; right eye does
not always focus
Qccupation Farmer and wrlter
Marital Status.  Mirried o ‘
Wife  MABEL CONSTANCENEST NG
LA M et LET

et R W c e -
= e
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U In wiew of ¥ ﬂgf communisd background and
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investigution of the acﬁzvzt;gs of this publication in
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¥ STANDARD FoRM Mo, 84 % m_i{iTE;lgEqu?f?c LTION GUIDE ‘ @n i - A
Ofﬁce Memomndm UNIT‘;ED STATES GOVER MENT

1o  : Director, FBI paTE:  5/23/56

cégzgpxom . SAC, Miami (100-3381)

y o .
SUBJECT: DONALD L. WEST

SM - C
b2 &) ~/
gﬁ}/ : b7D 4*40
rﬁ ~ On na.de
vallable to Specia gen c a written} . "
Q?greport dated 4/23/56 This report reads as follows: &g

"April 23, 1956
Lakeland, . Fla.

x,g\_/;

: Q%EST; DON Déuglasville, Ga.
— : -
"On April23rd. &t 11 A.M. DON WEST called at b6
the home o ] bic "
d, Fla. and visited —with
til 2:15 P.M. Mr. was noc at
one. . N [/\PMJ
"WEST asked |why PACKINGHOUSE had )

pulled out from the Citrus Workers., And how
'thin§s were golng since. He told her about
- the ¥speaking tour' he had made with HARRY
KOGER up the East Coast and that it had been
uged ageinst him all over the State, He said
that the pressure was on him and his family
very much and that recently the school board
had informed his wife that she could not teac
there again after this year. That he had bee

2/~ Bureau éRMg
- Mobile (RM

1 - Atlanta (RM) Datgo : :

5 - Miami (100-3381) . ;bé»

1 - MM 100-26%6 -

- MM 100- 15A6 -

e o
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Director, FBI 5/23/56

"getting out a paper called !'The Southerner!

and that it had been closed down. Then he was
trying again, thls one being called 'The New
Southerner!' but had not been able to get the _
printing done., He saild that he had been blasted
as a Communist and that he could uhderstand the
hardships the NATIONs were having.ﬁ@ﬁ

"He asked herqﬁbout a number of people in Florida
hought about them. These were
Apopka, MINELLE JSOOK, Orlando;

b6
b7C

j TINS ', Orlando, Therd thHey disclussed a fqﬁﬁ

“\\RANDOLPE at St. Petewsburg. He told her about a
SPIVEY man at Sarasota whom he had Just visited.
This man and a friend of hils at Frostproof seemed
to have an acreage hear Frostproof and were
interested in selling it to some group to be used
as a camp sitg, or 'something along those lines!
but that it w uld have to be’ completely intergrated

place, that that was. the only way they would sell
it. Hejgaid this Mr,RSPIVEY was a. twonderful

o ﬁ
person CL,

"He said that he was sé/;y ~to hear about the hard -
feéling between HARR?}K@GER and the NATIONs. He
said that he feélt that KOGER was not doing ve¥ry
much to help. He said that he was running a :
little grocery store somewhere out from Longview,
Texag for a friend. - That he was receiving $150
to $200. per month from theé Bancroft Committee,
New York, KOGER had seemed: to have a_'falling out!
with MQQQQLM&DOBBS Houston, becpuse “
E;>, had been 'Hﬁrd“tb get along with.! H@ sald that
DOBBS had sSold his business in Houston and he did
not know what he was doing at present

"He discussed CLAUDENWILLIAMS. (:55d sald that KOGER
was a lot like him -« that KOGER had always tried
to imatiate WILLIAMS

' |askedlihim what he thought about the
S ea and he said that he had néver believed
in a complete Dictator form of government. He says

b6
b7C

/jvvw-.

b6
b7C

- that he did not believe that we will go far under
4?55

the present leadership we have here today. (In th




Director, FBI 5/?3/56

{ (p

#U.S.) He said he just didn't think they had
ﬂheir feet on the ground. He did not like the
idea of the Co-OP Store the Citrus Workers have:
Said it just would not worlm@

"When he was ready to go, he said 'Well, you
know that you are HBés.criticism from a lot of
people.! Thé lady: became angry and told him
that 'we were sent in here to do a job and we
have tried to do a good one. We have had very
little help from anyone and it seems to me they
are the ones who are to be eriticised. Why don't
they come to us and diséuss the problems. We
have tried time and time again te gét together
80 that we could de this and for some reason, we
haven't been able to do it. It has been left
almost entirely to NATION and-me to make-all the
important decissions and 1f we have made the
wrong ones, we are ready to try to sit down with
anyone to discuss the whole thing and see what
we can work -oub .t

"He said that it was time for him to go, that he
had to go visit a lady on Alamenda Ct. Lakeland b6
for a few minutes, head for Orlando and then b7C
home. He teld her, {thaﬁ'if things
got too tough for them, that they would always

. We welcome to. come: to his farm in Ga., and stay

. as long as they woﬁld like "

) Informant alsd® made available the April issue
of ‘the "New Southerner" which is the initlal issue Of
this paper published by DONALD L. WEST, w o is listed as
Editor and Publisher., Contributing editoys are listed as

1

PERRYYCARTWRIGHT, WALTER E YDILLARD, MORRISWLEMMONS, .  //A.

BUFORDx W OSEY, BYRON HERBERT REECE AUB TILLIAMS and
ALVA W, W [AYI.OR., The address llsted for the "New Southerner'

. is Iisted as Post Office Box 6043, Carolyn Station,

Montgomery, Alabama. This paper, which is along the same
line as "The Southerner", Fformerly published by WEST, is

being retained by the Miami Office and will be furnighed

to the Mobile Office at their request, if that office has
not received a copy of this issue.




7/) SUBJECT: DONALD LEEOWEST , WasS. hEREI /

A

.Df,

of the station, advised
9, % hat WEST rented the box for oOne quarter of the year, ending
,\}h N 6/30/56, and that technlcally the box is still rented to him.

2wt Douglasville, Gas

DECLASSIFICATION--AUTHORITY @ EPIRFED FRLIH

il BB :UTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE \}

v s;mmDFORMNOBG 'E 10-20-2010 §\‘ R ' 7
Oﬁice Memomndzzm UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
O 3

Director, FBI -

\a(mm SAC, Mobile

DATE 4/é “

be = ata letter t6 Bureau, L/20/56, and report -
b7c  of SA 5/31/56 “at Mobile, captioned "WTHE
NEW 3 UTHERNER IS G,

o ON =

tg
Thls report reflects all known activities of WEST 3
at Montgomery, Ala. during his brief stay there, except that =
information contained in referenced letter. The data %
p]

et _out under "Infg

/

nts" on the Administrative Page.d b

.concerning P.0. Box 6043, Carolyn Station, Montgomery, is
ﬁrl efl

sHe said that the box is unused however, in that all mail for '
v lajmmST and for "The I srpler is being forwarded to - b6

. said that the only reference - b7C
furnished by WEST was AUBREY LLIAMS, and that the address f ¢

,of the bwsiness (the paper)- was Thé“Southern Farmer, Inc.,
/ Williams Prlntlng House.. qed sh — e

*’ 7
“Afy’ Referenced letter indicates that while 1n.Mont-

"4 gomery, WEST résided with AUBREY WILLIAMS, Mobile has no

¥ source close enough to WILLIAMS to verify this, and due to-
~Pts seclusion, WILLIAMS' residence cannot be effectively

- Jsurveilled. It Is apparent that WEST's occupatlon while in -
1 fMohtgomery was publlshlng his paper.

- It is further noted that except for the information
fro %;eﬂj.data in-rerep was obtained from other divisions;
'and has Deen furnished to'Atlanta, except also the informa-

ggtlon from JOE AZBELL and. his paper, "The Montgomery Advertiser",
Y

which AZBELL obtained from- = Dalton, Ga. newspaper man, Mr. ,} '
'MARK PACE of the "Dalton News'". : gL

N

Accordingly, Mobile is not writing & report on WEST,
it being noted Atlanta, the Office of Origin, has all necessary:
information to de so, and has other corroborating informatio

AL ¢ _2/ <Bureau (100-20396) (REGISTERE];{) CORDED- )’/M“ﬁﬂa?’é -~

A’clanta (100~ 559)(REGISTE* NOEXED
1-Mobi,

‘ (100-365) \y‘;,.;‘
WED-v ?5 TN 8 1058 .f ) e q*'@«
(5) - /‘/77 DYCRAR B e ¢
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To: Director, FBI 5/31/56

Re: DONALD LEE WEST, was. gz
SM - C R

concerning WEST's return to Douglasville, Ga., and subsequent
and current activities.

] ‘Bureau was furnished with sufficient copies of
referenced report so one may be placed in ingtant file on
. DONALD LEE WEST. Atlanta was furnished with two copies of
) referenced report. RUC :
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: DIRECTOR, FBI (100=20396) = . -

UN ITEDf‘S.TA'TES”’GOVERNMENT’ =
" DATE: August 22, 1956

lsve, s r00-559) ALUNFORMAT;@N CONTAINED

f:  DONALD LEE WEST
SECURITY MATTER - C
(00:AT) '

Georgia Bureau of - Tavesti- b7c'

= ‘.~ M .
L S R
v 4 : Y
o
L. . - T

gation, whosé identity should be protected, advised on

August 15, 1956, that he had. obtaine
the subject had recelved maill from

information that

JELIE D.

‘Box 5054,

b7D

Asheville, North Carolina, postmarked I August 10 1956,
in which the sénder indicated that subject had. been in
Asheville, North Carolina vigiting: the sender immediately
prior to August 10, 1956. According to "OLLIE D.", he
or she was sending  WEST: a copy of a book or pamphlet

- entitled "Sens of the Strange". Also indiecated was
Anformation to the’ effect that one Dr., NOYES and the
subjeet would be able to help."OLLIE D.". The signi~
ficance of the 1ast remark is: unknown.

. _  The Charlotte Office ‘18 reguested to identify
"OLLIE D.", Box 6054, Asheville, North CGarelina, and
search indices cohcerning same. In the event any sub-
versive references are located,.Charlotte is requested
to furnish -Atlanta with characterization of that . individual
, suitable for inelusioen in a report ,

‘ Charlotte 1§ further requested te advise Atlanta
in thé event the statement made by "OLLIE D." to the
‘effect that subject and Dr. NOYES would be able to help
"OLLIE D." is of any significance.

‘ According to

subject returned to his

/ﬁ’

residence; Rural Route’

4, Douglasville, Georgia, August. 13,

s

1956, and stated that prior to that time WEST had run an
ad for farm © a4 local farmer's market publication.
According to?fif:fﬁ]the practice in the Atlanta, Georgia
area concérning employment of farm help has been to employ
them in the fall. after the truck farm season has been

b6
b7C

W‘
- &x\s" ’
6 A - 1 e
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e 120 st
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AT 100-559 August. 22, 1956
) . ' b6
completed, such émployment lasting until the completion bIC
of thé sticceeding year's truck farm season. stated
it appeared to him that WEST had planned to rarm the
land. owned by WEST during 1957.
-9 -
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. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
‘ SaNEIRATIT

" REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN ‘ DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERTOD’ B A
__MOBILE MOBTLE - /31 /56| 3/26,2834/2;5/1,23/56
TITLE OF CASE AREROPRTATE AGENCIES - | REFoRT MAoE By - be YRR
AND FTELD OFFICES ™ e =ma
: ADVTSED BY R6f | CHARACTER OF CASE

s

Ky CHANGEDMIE e = |
-ﬁf' THE NEW SOUTHERNER INTERNAL SECURITY - C

SYNOPSIS: (g &U VT i,_;/)/ //
‘ DONALD' LEF WEST was editor of "The Southerner® i \Dalton, Ga.
until Jan., 1956, and was a minister of the Church of God there,
until public exposure of his alleged past Communist associations,
and his refusal toé answer questions before county grand. jury,
. and his invoking the Fifth Amendment then. \WEST left Daltonm
and travelled to several northern cities, seeking financial"
backing to start another newspaper. He reportedly secured
Such backing, and persuaded AUBREY WILLIAMS, ovner of the
Southérn Farmer, %Eéé, printing house at Montgomery, Ala.,

,,“
}_/
14

Y /EIE -

" Lo print the paper,[The first and only issue of the: paper,
called “The New Southerner", was printed at Montgomery early
in April, 1956, with WEST as editdr and publisher, and with
PERRY CARTWRIGHT, WALTER E. DILLARD, MORRIS LEMMONS, BUFORD
POSEY, BYRON HERBERT REESE, AUBREY WILLIAMS, and ALVA W. .
TAYLOR as centributing editors. A feature article in a
Montgoméry daily paper exposed WEST's alleged past Communist
Party membership and activities, and indicated that TAYLOR
was subject of adverse findings by the HCUA. A New.Qrleans
daily paper article in 1954 described AUBREY WILLIAMS? past
Communist Front associations. Financial backers of paper: seirl/ e
included CLAUDE CLOSSIE WILLIAMS, Director of Peoplets LiiNFIDGMIVA

SEEN DT TR T 1
SPECIAL-AGENT

= ORIGINAL FILED IN/D0

APPROVED IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW /’
‘coPlESMADE@- Bureau (RM) 1, ) { /ﬁ‘ ey
P 2 = Atlanta (Info)(1l- 105,-559)*(»51\/1-)”0”“‘ e @3/4@ I/

; E’ 1 - Birmingham (100-65L){Info) ([RM] A

ag: 1 - Houston (100-7549) (Info) (M) | —eyonmmold
E - 1 - Memphls (Info) (RM) JUN 21 1956 o
Y8 1 - New Orleans {(Info) (RM) | 28JUN: L GRiEIAs T
mE 1 - Knoxville (Info) (RM) _absiiES T
Bfg 1 - G-2, 3rd Army (RM) T
COPIES COFTINUED la : -

VL
% 9 JUN 25 1956

TY OF FBI.—This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside th? agency to which loaned.

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—60037-4 .
R W3S A o




COPIES MADE: (Con'd.)

1 - 0SI, 8th DO (RM)
. 1 - ONI, 6th ND (RM)
, 2 - Mobile (100-13%46)




MO ‘100-13L46

Institute of Applied Religion, a cited organization. The
one issue of the paper dealt with the problems of the mill
workers in Dalton, Ga., and with the fight against human
slavery; and-advocated government seigure o7 oil deposits

to get rid of the alleged evils of monopolistic oil and gas
corporations. The paper also dealt with tns farm problem,
advocating no subsidy to farmers who gross more than $15,000
annually, and attacking the subsidy of large financial
corporations as farm industries. The paper also dealt
slightly with racial matters. 1In another article on power
utilities, the paper lauds Senator ESTES KEFAUVER for his
fight against the Dixon-Yates plan. The article exposing
WEST's past Communist affiliations cameé out on the day after
the first issue of "The New Southerner® appeared. \ Thereafter,
AUBREY WILLIAMS reportedly travelled to New York, &% after
conferring with associates there and on returning to
Montgomery, backed out of his agreement to print the new
paper. He indicated also that he had been threatened by

the "White Citizens Council®” and that this figured in his
decigion. WEST reportedly has teturned to Douglasville,
Ga.,ggnd is trying to find someone else to print his papeézzggf

- 0 -

/

DETATILS:

The title of this report is marked CHANGED fo
reflect the exact name of the subject newspaper as "The
New Southerner.® :

This investigation was predicated on information
received on March 28, 1956 from JOE AZBELL, City Editor, the
Montgomery Advertiser," a daily newspaper at Montgomery,
Alabama, that a new publication was scheculed to be printed
at Montgomery, called "The New Southerner." AZBELL advised
that the editor and publisher of this paper is DONALD L.
WEST, and advised that he had learned from another newspaper-
man in Dalton, Georgia, that WEST either was, or had been,

a "known Communist.®

The Communist Party, USA, has been designated by the
Attorneéy General of the United States pursuant to Executive
Order 10450, . -
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MO 100-1346

New York City, and to Birmingham, Alabama, to secure

financial backing to publish "The New Southerner,® and:
apparently had received promises of some financial aid from
unidentified organizations in one or more oi those cities, and
also had received a promise of enough money from an unidentified
man in Montgomery, Alabama; to put out one issue of such a
paper. T-1 said that AUBREY WILLIAMS, owner of "The Southern
Farmer® printing establishment at Montgomery, had agreed to
print WEST's. paper at his printing house?éﬁ%” .

(AUBREY WILLIS WILLIAMS, owner of the Southern
Farmer, Inc., Montgomery, Alabama, according to the March 19,
1954 issue of "The New Orleans States," a daily newsSpaper .
published at New Orleans, Louisiana, appeared as a witness.
before the Senate Internal Security Sub-Committee at New
Orleans that date, and admitted having worked in the interest
of the Civil Rights Congress, and having signed the Stockholm
Peace Petition, but stated that he had requested that his
name be removed from association with both after he- learned
that they were Communist inspired movements. WILLIAMS denied
that he had ever been Communist Party member, or under
Communist discipline. }|T-lladvised that to his knoWledge,éSif
WILLIAMS has never been a member of the Communist Party,
but appears to favor many Communist Party policies. He said
that WILLIAMS is unwilling to openly espouse these policies
for fear of criticism as a pro-Communist.)

(The Civil Rights Céngress~hasrbeen designated by
the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to
Executive Order 10450.) :

AZBELL's above described article in the Montgomery
Advertiser reflects that the first issue, dated April, 1956,
and numbered Volume I, Number 1, was printed on the previous
day by the Southern Farmer printing plant in Montgomery.

PERSONNEL,

AZBELL's above described article carries a reprint
of a letterhead captioned “THE NEW.SOUTHERNER, A Voice of the
New South, Advocating Truth, Hope, Unity, Love, Mercy,
Brotherhood, Non-Violence, Simplicity. The editor and publisher
for the paper is named as DONALD L. WEST. The contributing
edifors Jisted ere PERRY CARTWRIGHT, WALTER E. DILLARD, MORRIS
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ORIGIN

}

. JOE AZBELL, writing in the March 30, 1956 issue ‘
of Montgomery Advertiser, reflects that DONALD LEE WEST left
Dalton, Georgia about ten weeks prior to that date, after
invoking the Pifth Amendment in réfusing to answer questions
about his past activities before a grand jury of Dalton and
Whitfield Counties, Georgia, in January, 1956. AZBELL®s
article reflects that WEST had been editor of "The Southerner,™
published at Dalton, Georgia, which, according to AZBELL's
quotations from the March 26, 1956 issue of "The Militant,®
was a strong pro-labor and pro-union publication. This
article by AZBELL further states that WEST was expelled as
an ordained minister of the Church of God in Dalton, following
public disclosure of alleged Communist associations, and his
refusal to answer questions before the grand jury; and that
this entire matter was one of great public interest in Dalton
to the extent that "The Dalton News® published at Dalton,
put out an "Extra™ issue of the paper on January 11, 1956, -
bearing the banner headline, WWEST IS OUSTED; LEAVES CITY.®

(AZBELL%s article, in characterizing WEST, stated
that the House Committee on un-American Activities lists
¥dozens® of references about WEST, including articles in the
"Daily Worker", an East Coast Communist newspaper, reflecting
(the March 13, 1934 issue) that DO§%WEST was a member of the
Communist Party, and another issue (date not given) describing
WEST as "Communist Party Organizér for Kentucky.® AZBELL's"
article further refers to the House Committee on un-American
Activities report dated June 16, 1947, which describes DO
WEST, poet,"™ as a "known Communist Party member . . . )

- (AZBELL's article also quotes an "Atlanta Constitu-
tion®™ article by CELESTINE SIBLEY in which WEST is quoted .

as saying, "Twenty years ago, I wrote a poem which appeared
in the Daily Worker. I was a Communist then. Any young
person who is not a rebel is not. worth his. salt. I'm not

& Communist now. I'm a Georgia farmer . .%) The Atlanta
Constitution is a daily newspaper published in.Atlanta, -
Georgia. :

.0n March 26, 1956, Informant T-1, who has furnished
reliable information in the past, advised that after leaving
Dalton, Georgia, WEST travelled to Chicago, Detroit,ﬁsaf

.
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LEMMONS, BUFORD POSEY, BYRON HERBERT REESE, AUBREY WILLIAMS
and ALVA W, TAYLOR. The address of the paper is given as

Post Office Box 6043, Carolyn Statlon, Noqtﬂomery, Alabama.

FINANCIAL BACKING

As' set forth previously in this report, T-1 advised
on March 26, 1956, that an unidentified man in Montgomery, .
Alabama had’ promlsed WEST enough assistance to publish the
first issue of "The New Scutherner.”® T-1 advised on April 2,
1956, that WEST had secured- approximately $2,500.00 to publlsh
this paper, most of which came from unident 1¢1ed groups ,in
"northern cities.¥ On the same date, T-1 advised that CLAUDE
CLOSSIE WILLIAMS, Director of the PeOpleVS Institute of Applled
Religion, was a flnan01al backer of this.newspaper.

(The Peoplef?s Institute of Applied Religion has
been designated by the Attorney General pursuant to Executive
Order 10450.)

' DESCRIPTION OF "THE NEW SOUTHERNER"
\Eélﬁan April 2, 1956, T- i]furnlshed a copy of ®“The New

Southerner,™ a perusal of which réflects, in addition to
that 1nformat10n above, the follow:.ng,o

- The front page carries an artlcle captioned,
uDalton Chenille Workers Bide Time,"™ .which purports to
summarize and describe a union organization. effort, and
counteractions by mill owners 'in the Dalton, Georgia area.
This page also carries an article .captioned, "What FDR means
to The South," by AUBREY WILLIAMS, along with a photograph
of former President FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT., It also
carries an article purporting to quote ERWIN MITCHEL,
Dalton, Georgia Solicitor Gerieral, as saying that no proof
or evidence was ever produced against DON WEST when he was
accused of being a Comminist, and as indicating that this
is an example ‘of "how quickly people become alarmed and are
ready, to accuse people w1thout legal proof." : :

The paper is elght pages, in tab101d form. Page
three contains an editorial captioned, "ALVA TAYLOR -- MAN
FOR HUMANITY.™ On this page there is also quoted a portion
of & column by WILLIAM J, MAHONEY, JR., from the Alabama

-5 -
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Journal, Montgomery, dated March 20, 1956, pertaining to a

bus boycott by Negroes. Page five contains an article by LUKE
LARMON captioned, "The Sacred Lie," which describes the
historic fight against human slavery, and indicates that the
lie ®that human slavery is right and therefore ought to be,"
is'behind the acquittal of the "murderers® of EMMET TILL, and
is behind the operations of the "Klansmen.® Page six contains
a review-of a book, "The Empire of 0il,"™ written by HARVEY
O?CONNOR, which, according to the review, shows “how a handful
of giant monopoly corporations completely dominate the (9il and
gas) industry and take us for a ride.® This article also
States that the money which financed the Dixiecrats was
supplied by the oil companies, and attributes this information
to the ®Atlanta Constitution.® The article continues that

the answer to this "monopoly ridden industiy" is for the
government to "reclaim the oil deposits and utilize them for
public benefit rather than the enrichment of a few corpora- .
tlons.® An article beginning on page one, and continuing - -
to page eight, captioned, "Farmers Getting Desperate -- More
Articulate,® discusses the farm problen, by criticising the
government?'s program of subsidizing all farmers. It states
that in the opinion of the paper, no farmer who grosses
$15,000.00 or more should receive government subsidies. It -
asks, "Why should the government subsidize the Metropolitan
Life Insurance Company as a farm business? Why should the
Bank of America be subsidized in farming?" The last page -
features a large photograph of Senator ESTES KEFAUVER, and a ,
short article which applauds his fight against the power
corporations, specifically in his.stalling and defeat of

the ®Dixon-Yates deal.v This last page also reprints an
article by JANETTE C. CARMICHAEL, Editor and Publisher, "The
Light," Bay St. Louis, Mississippi, which urges the granting
of public rights to all citizens of Mississippi, ‘regardless.
of race. . o N

CAUSES OF THE DENISE OF WTHE NEW SOUTHERNER®

- As reflected previously in this report, JOE AZBELL's
article on DON WEST and on "The New Southerner® contained a
considerable amount of unfavorable information bearing upon
the loyalty of DON WEST. Without being specific, this = -
article also contained statements indicating that ALVA We
TAYIOR was the subject of adverse findings by the House
Committee on un-American Activitise. This drticle featured
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a photograph of a portion of the "Daily Worker,® of March 13,
193L, containing a-poem by DON WEST which is entitled,
"Listen, I Am A Communist,”" and which begins with the lines:

"I.am a Communist
A Red
A Bolsheviki®

The last two lines of this poem are?s

"I am DON WEST, too,
The poet.® '
. .
This photograph als¢ shows, beside it, an article
featuring a photograph of a leader of the WProletarian Red
Army,® and a favorable article about him and other leaders

of that organization. // :

T-1 advised on May 1, 1956, that AUBREY WILLIAMS
had backed out of his agreement to print WEST's paper, and
had indicated that pressure and threats by the "ihite Citigzens
Council® at Montgomery had figured in his decision. . T-1
said that according to information he had received, AUBREY
WILLIAMS first made a trip to New York, and conferred with
his associates there in the larger printing organization of
which his printing plant is a part, and upon his returan to
Montgomery, packed 1p the remaining three thousand copies of
"The New Southernér™ at his plant, and delivered them to WEST
at Douglasville, Georgia. . T-1 said that since the first week
in April, WEST has been residing -at his home in Douglasville
and has been making trips to various southeérn states, trying
to find someone else to print his paperotSSK
’ (ipformant Tﬁéz who has furnished reliable informa-
tion in the.paéﬁ, advised on May 23, 1956, that in April,
1956, DONALD LMMEST indicated that ‘he was returning to
DouglasvilleGeorgia. ‘ C

’
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ADMINISTRATIVE

Sources of information were concealed in this
report only after full consideration, and a decision that the
use of T-symbols was necessary.

Copies of this report aré sent to Atlanta, ,
Birmingham, Houston, Knoxville, Memphis and New Orleans for
information, inasmuch as T-1 indicated that WEST is travelling
in various séuthern states trying to find someone else to
print his paper, ahd hé may turn up in one of the above
territoriesy and in view of WEST?'s current residence in the
Atlanta Divisionfgﬁr

An. extra copy of this réport is designated for the
Bureau so that one copy may be available for the file on
DONALD LEE WEST, Bufile #100-20396. ' ;

‘ In view of WEST's own extensive Communist back-
ground, and in view of the relative insignificance of the peér-
sonnel of this paper other than WEST and AUBREY WILLIAMS, it
is deemed unnecessary to obtain documentation of others who
might have beén documented, it being noted that Mobile
Office files do not contain information t6 show Communist
connections -on their part.

INFORMANTS .
Date of Activity . . Agent to File .No.
Identity And/or Description Date Whom Where
== O Source of Information Received Furnished Located
| oL Origin of WaSTRS— 37st/e- JAMES T
|i| b2 paper, and back- PUGH
b7 ground .
Financial backing 4/2/56  JAMES L.  100-1346-
of subject paper, PUGH 1A1, and
and copy of paper b2
, b7D
AUBREY WILLIAMS 5/1/56 JAMES L.
backed out. Demise PUGH
of" paper .
b ADMINTISTRATIVE PAGE o
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INFORMANTS (Con'd.)
Date of Aétivity Agent to File No.
Identity And/or Description Date Whom ~ Where
P_of Source of Information Received Furpished Located
T-2 is —_ Information 5/23/56 This
that P. 0. Box réport
6043 rented to
Carolyn Sta., WEST, for The 1
U. S. Post New Southerner,
Office, Montgomery, and that change of '
Alabama ' "~ address filed to
Douglasville, -Georgia,
April, 1956, and box
unused
IR

REFERENCES

o Bur'eau letter to Mobile, L4/6/56 captioned, "The !
New Southerner, Voice of the New South, IS-C.u

' Mobile airtel to Bureau, 3/29/56, captioned, "DONALD
LEE WEST, SM-C.® ‘




.Sep%embar 6, 1956

S4C, Atlanta (100-559) .
e R P 4 6>

n Direchor, Féz {200-20356) :.:-,1__{_ INFO RM‘AT"O‘N*CONT AINED |
i/m - powazp zzr wEST o jifi’E;R‘ElN IS UNCLASSIFIED
w securzzr warrsr - ¢ DATE 3/24)62 BYsprasefosy

Rewrairtel August 30, 1956, aduvising that subject
is being recommended for inclugion on the Security Index
and requegting advice as to whelher @ supplémental sunnary
report or & reguler inyesiigebive ro ort should be
submitted.

Inasnuch as & sumiary repord in this clse uas
submitted April 21, 1953, it will not be mecessary to
submit o supplemental summery report ot this tines Jou
should submit o reguler investigetive reporé bringing be
sybject's ackivities up to dote. Thig repori should bIC

inelude pertinent informafiion concerning ject which ig
contained in Ghe report of Speciul Agent
dated Zay 51, 1956, a¥ lobile, entitled "TThe Wew Souenernor

Internal Security = C'

NOTE ON YELLOW:

- . Subject self-employed as former and recently was
editor and publisher of procommunist publication entitled
"The New Southerner.” Subject wds former minister of the
Chitrch of God, Dalton, Georgia, until public ezposure of
his past communist activities and his refusal to answer
questions before a county grand Jury at which time he
invoked the Fifth Amendment (1956), Subject identified
as CP member as early as 1934. He was deleted from SI
in 1955 because he did not then meet SI critéria.
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. " FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION /$~ Baumnt___“‘-
* Maso, T

P UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT' OF JUSTICE U, Mohr______
: ’ Mr. Parsons

Mr, Rosen_______

] ., ’ ' Ml' Ta
8/30/56 , M, Ne:t
Mr. Winterrowd _ 1

Transmit the following Teletype message to: A I RTE L = A T Moot 1 L

/{ DIRECTCR, FBI (100;20396) o w n
j’;, FROM; SAzf ATLANTA (100= SSKLUNFOQMAHO;Q CONTM = wwh t

DONALD LEEWEST

S c REIN1S UNCLASSIFIED
Re O-1 Form dated 8/23/56. g%?%BYGP %K

For thé information of the Bureau, the Agent to whom this
case is assigned has beéen recently assigned to a long
complicated SGE investigation which has required
extensive investigation. .

R

More recently this Agent has been assigned to estab11shing

the reliability of | per Bureau instructions .
and the coverage of a "Feast™ held in Atlanta by the MCI, »2
8/25<26/56, in which H o b7D

A report will be submitted at an early date and will ‘be -
accompanied with a recommendation to include WEST in the

Security Index. In this regard, the Bureau should advise

oo

"

%& in the eveéent a suggjemenfdT“gummary—repUrt”f"”"ecessgry
W “Ur~a‘regﬁ1“?”1ﬁ§@stigative FEPSFt Will be submittedi” P
§§§§\\ subjéct was previously included on the Security Index A
o 'y and a summary report submitted. .
NN R — —
§ n N\ MUMFORD Eam— o -
N o {3
{35 Bufedu (100-20396) -4 17
1 - Atlanta (100-559) 10 -203 7é’ e
gil)a:-sbb oy e “?ﬂ' hE R
amsd) v o | 1
1) . 2
e ettt e AR5 ) .
v B
A 1S D._ Ciie
l D S R LR A BIRCRRT
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sTANDARD FORM No. 64

Offfice Mema»ml%m UNITED ST&-

T0  : Director, FBI '(,100‘-20396) paTE: 9-7-56

.

f?g“()tiRlQBfEDTT

Wx,om : SAC, Charlotte (100-2392)

o DONALD o dmsa "’UNFGRMM?GN CONTAINED .7 /77

B -C sy EREINIS UNCLASSIFIED ot
T DATE glslén BYspi tstls

ReBulet to Charlotte, 6-~13<55; "HCUA Hearings, Charlotte
Office."

Betweén 3-12-56, and 3-14- 56 the House Committee on Un-
American Activities held Hearings in Charlotte, N. C.

During one session of these Headrings, witness G@QRGE DAVID
VAN CAMP was asked by Committee Counsel if he knew DON WEST., VAN

' CAMP replied by stating that he refused to answer that quéstion on

the basis of the Rirst and Fifth Amendments. to the Constitution.

CHARLES BENSON CHILDS testified at this Hearing that he had
been a member of the Communist Party between 1950 and Aprll 1955.
During this perlod he provided information to the FBI concerning
Party activities in N. €. He stated that he was a student at the
University of N, C., Chapel Hill, N, C., at the tlme of his testl-
mony. (CHILDS is former |) b2

. - CHILDS testified that he had known GEORGE DAVID VAN CAMP
as a Communist Party member in Wiinston-Salem, N, G.

: The above information is not new infofmaﬁignuand previous
investigation concerning DON WEST has been conducted by the FBI.

Under Bureau instructions, if subject is still 4in the Atlanta
area, the Atlanta Office should advise the Bureau if this subject is
a Security Index Sub ject and submit recommendatlon concerning the
advisability ‘'of an interview with him. If not in the Atlanta area,
the Atlanta Office should appropriately advise the office covering
his present whereabouts and relay Bureau instructions regarding him.

2 - Bureau (100-20396 )% (Rif) REGORDED
2 :é‘ﬁiﬁi‘ﬁ%tél?i’og?g%gg?mi@@- 9( o /w._a;w;% /Y

GHC hkS ‘E\ f \%ée;’
6’\*3\"’0 \”"\ «f‘ b “
&5 t\? J (&""’:\l )

(o




. ',. .gf ce Mema‘md%m UNITED ST

'DIRECTOR, - FBI ¢ 100a20396)' DATE: Qctober 15, 1956
SACQ ATLANTA (100-559) | |

wE DONALD LEE WEST
N SM’- ¢

: Re Charlotte letter to Bureau 9/7/56
cc Atlanta, and Bulet to Charlotte 6/13/55 captioned
"HCU Hearings, Gharlotte Office™."

' ; The following 1nformation ig being -
submitted to the Bureau per referenced Charlotte

letter.

l - DONALD LEE WEST continues to reside in
the territory covered by the Atlanta Office and is
not maintained on the Security Index of the Atlanta
Office. Subject has been interviewed and found to be
generally uncooperavive. It is not believed an Inter-
View of WEST at this time would be productive.

Ejéy- Bureau (100~20396)(RM)
1 - Atlanta (100-559
c€§)bmb
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN 1S U-;.i\}z;i.;:\ssﬁruz;3;~ \
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STANDARD FORM NO, 684

Oﬁ%e Memor WAUM + UNITED S'-I:'A!S GOVERNMENT

TO
(7
FRO H

SUBJECT:

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-20396) DATE: 10/24/56

SAC, CHARLOTTE (100-2392) REGLSTERED MAIL

S
DONALD: LEE WEST
M = ¢

(60: Atlanta)

Re Atlanta letter to Bureau dated 8/22/56 ;igc
with copy to Chatlotte. '
On October 5, 1956, | |Asheville,

North Garolina (use T symbol) advised SA| |that
Post Office Box 6054, Asheville, is located at the Biltmore Sub-Station,
Asheville, and that it 1s the box of Mrs. OLIVE DARGAN.

The 1955 Asheville City Diréctory lists Mrs, OLIVE -

[

ARGAN as residing at 58 Balsam Avenue, Ashéville, North Carollna

Py
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The 31gn1f1ganqe of the remark mentioned in referenced
letter to theg- effect that oné Dector NOYES and the subject would be
able to helﬁ}ﬁpLLIE D." is unknown to this office., The files of the
Charlotte Office contain information -concerning Mrs. OLIVE T DARGAN
which is being set forth below: .

\\/ " The files dlsclose that on August 1, 1940,_Mrs,_OLIVE
T. OARGAN, Balsam Avenue, Ashev11le North Carollna, who was at that

\:J time reported to be between the age of sixty.. and sixty- =five, was i »

reported to- be a communlst,and was reported to “be active in comfunist

~ activities in Asheville, North Garclrna.A It was reported that Mrs..
~ DARGAN had written several books under the name of FIELDING BURKE,

and that the nameés .of two of those books were "The Stone Camé Rolling'*

and "'Call Home The Heart'.. These books were said to be communist
propaganda. Investigation by this office revealed at Mrs. OLIVE T,

DARGAN is @ writér who -uses the ‘pen_name of FIELDING URKE and who has j<>
lived in Asheville, North Carollna,,for at least thirty years. ;ﬁ“

/ :
The investigation further disclosed that Mrs. DARGAN i!TS\\ .

had reportedly associated with members of the Comminist Party and with
Communist Party sympathizers. However, the 1nvest1gatlon failed to
disclose that she was a member of the Communist Party, and confidential

0C: (D= Bureau (100-20396)(RM). ‘“‘;Q\é‘" /g )_ Do F ;j / éé

2 - Atlanta (100-539)(RM) | o
1 - Charlotte (100-2392) ix"& QQ\\)@ '%
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informants in the Charlotte Office who are familiar with Communist
Party activities in this division hiavé never actually identified
Mrs. DARGAN as a member of the Communist Party: The files of this
office contain ho information to the :effect that Mrs. DARGAN is a
member of the Communist Party.

By letter dated September 19, 1950, the Miami Division
advised in the case entitled, Mrs. OQLIVE DARGAN SM - € that on
August 8, 1950, PAUL CROUGH, 10421 N, W. 33rd Avenue, Miami, Florida,
was 1nterv1ewed relativé to a box he had in his possession containing
approximately 400 or 500 cards bearlng the names of subgcribers to.
the newspaper, “Southern Worker" formerly published at Chattanooga,
Tennessee. CROUCH said that the "Southern Worker" was-merged into
the Communist publication, "New South! in 1938 and that he served
as Editor of the "New South" from 1938 until 1940. CROUCH stated
that while he was editor of the “New South", it was financed by the
Comminist Party and the office space for the newspaper was paid for
by the Communist Party of Alabama. CROUCH advised that one of the
individuals whose riame appears in the box of subscribers to those
publications. was Mrs. OLIVE DARGAN, Balsam Avenue, Asheéville, North
Carolina. Mr. CROUCH stated that Mrs. DARGAN, although not a
Gommunist Party member, was a ¢close sympathizer with members of the.
Communist Party. He stated that she was a poet and &4 novélist when
he last saw her in 1947, and that she was writing under the name of
FIELDING BURKE.

It is noted that PAUL CROUCH is an .admitted former
organizer for the Communist Party in North Carolina during the 1930s.

The Charlotte file reveals that by letter dated
January 9, 1945, dnder the caption, "VIRGINIA LEAGUE FOR PEOPLE'S
EDUCATION, IS - CY, the Richmond field division furnished a mailing
list containing the names of persons residing in North Carélina.
This list contained the name of OLIVE DARGAN, Asheville, North Carolina.
This list was secured as a result of a trash coverage maintained on
the apartment of ALICE BURKE, President of the V. L. P: E. The
original of this list is being maintained in the ‘exhibit envélope
of the Charlotte file 100-485,

The Communist Political Assoc¢iation, its sub-divisions,
subsidiaries, and affiliates; including the V. L. P. E., have been

-2 -
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cited by the Attotﬁey‘GénEral of the United Stateés pursuant to .
Executive Order 10450,

By letter dated December 8, 1949, the New York b6

Division furnished an éxhibit obtained by N D. 426 Tn_ﬂctnhe:_lz_1 b7c
1949, bearing the initials of 'SA |and SE

who can testify to the legally admissible character of the exhibit.-
This exhibit comprised a list of the subgcribers to the '"Daily Worker"
located in the Charlotte Division. This list included the name
FIELDING BURKE, Balsam Avenue, Asheville, North Carolina. The entire
list comprising this exhibit is located in Charlotte file 1004479
entitled, "FREEDOM'OF THE PRESS CO.; INC.™

, In September, 1954, an |of the Civil
Rights Congress, 205 E, 42nd Street, New York, dated June 35, 1951;
indicated that $1.00. was received from OLIVE T. DARGAN, 58 Balsam -

Av Je, North Carolina. This receipt was made available b7D
by no date given, .

The ¢. R: C. has been designdted by the Attorney
Genéral of the Undted States pursuant to Executive Order 10450.
A copy of material reflecting the names of ‘the contributors to the
C. R. C. is retainéd as an exhibit of New Yowk file 100-80675.

By lettei to the Bureau dated Seéptember 11; 1956,
from Pittsburgh with copies to Charlotte and Atlanta entitled,
"COMMITTEE TO END' SEDITION IAWS Akéd. NATIONAL GOMMITTEE. TO END
SEDlTIONuLAWS, COMMITTEE TO END SEDITION ACTS, IS - Cj INTERNAL
SECURITY ACT OF 1950." It was also set forth that on July 18 and
19, 1956, an anonymou$ source, who has furnished réliable information
in the past, made available to the Pittsburgh Office certain 3 X 5
index cards maintained by the Committee to End Sedition Laws,
Pittsburgh Division, Room 212, Forbes Bulldlng, Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania. The name OLIVE DARGAN Box 6054, Asheville Noxth
Carolina, was on one of the cards. .

Atlanta refer to above mentioned Plttébufgh létter
dated September 11; 1956, for additional documentatlon regarding
thlS committee,

It is noted that in referenced Atlanta lettetr to the
Bureau dated August 22, 1956, it was set forth that "OLLIE D." was

-3 -
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sending subJect WEST a copy of a book or a pamphlet entitled, "Sons of ‘the

Strange.i' ) \

' In May of 1952 who was. residing at that
time at the home of Mrs. OLIVE DARGAN at 58 Balsam Avenue, Asheville,
North Carolina, advised SA [that ﬁrbT'DARéKﬁ“Eéd

mining areas.

written .a book entitled, "Sons of- the Stranger", which book she stated
dealt with the poot worklng condltlons of the laboreérs in dlfferent

g further advised that on one o6r two occasions,
while she wds résiding at Mrs. DARGAN's t#é&sidence, Mrs. DARGAN commented
that ‘Communisi has soié good points and it was her opinion that the
Russdian peéople wanted peace. She stated that Mrs. DARGAN had also
expressed the oplnlon the United States was the aggressive countypy rather
than Russma.

Mrs: MARR stated that she had known Mrs. DARGAN for many
years and that she had no information to the effect that Mrs. DARGAN was
a mémber of the Communist Party or that she was a membef of any organiza-
tion which might be consideréd disloyal to the United States.

A ‘ There .is 1o furthér informition in the files of the
Chatlotte Office for any fuither documentation of the pub&icaﬁionsa
organizations, or individuals which have been deséribed above, TRUC.

b6
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Atlanta letter to Bureau, 6/10/58; Bulet to Atlanta
6/24/55, and. report SA CHARLES PAUL. ROSE; 10/23/56 Atlanta.

-
i /
p
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SUCCINCT RESUWE OF CASE

. Referenced Atlanta léetteéer contains a resume of case
prior to 6/10/5& gmi is not being incorporated in this latter.

WEST was the subject of an article appearing in the
"Worker", 2/12/56, and the'National Guardiard, 2/6/56, both
papers carrying photographs of WEST. -On Oc¢tober 20, 195 5
WEST was subpoénaed béforée the Whitfield County Grand Jury,
Dalton; Georgia, and questioned concerning his past communist
connections. WEST, according to GEORGE P. DILLARD, Special
Assistant to the Attorney General, State of Georgia, on
November 14, 1955, declined to answer questidns, Invoking the
Pifth Amendment, WEST at that time was a mihister of the
Church of God of the Union Assembly, Dalton, Georgla; and was
publishing "The Southernér", He was expelled from the church
in Janvary 1956. after his refumal to take an 6ath at a public
- meeting that he was not a communist, according to the "Dalton -
News", a daily newspaper, Dalton, Georgla. N

S
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November 13, 1955, that he had considered
ming to Dalton, Georgla, ©o work for The newspaper "phe
utherner", but did not WiSh to gilvé up his present position.
ey on January 3, 1956, advised that subject had met with
"> * JEUFFREY WHITE and EDWARD.BTRONG in New York Clty for the
Ve ‘purpose of discussing fdture asgignment of WHITE. The informant
x/’stated that the assignment of WHITE may be to.Dalbton, Georgila,
gi where WEST is editor of the newspaper "The Southernen' ang
:‘L;”*a\ stated WEST may have offered WHITE employment. on
: £ i Novembep 14, 10R5. advised WHITE hﬂd met with EDWARD EUGENE
WS+ ' STRONG, and MICHAEL AUSSO, all Communist Party/
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" must be reinstituted because it is an essential instrument
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officials, and at this meeting STRONG discussed WHITE's
going to Dalbon, Georgia, as a writer on "The Southerner'.

' on February 15, 1956, advised DON WEST |
and EDWARD EUGENE STRONG had visited Communist Party Headquarters
in New York City. The informant adviged that it was his '
undérstanding the Communist Party was integested in "The
Southerner" and STRONG stated that this is one of the most
important things that has happened in fthe South for years.
STRONG also stated that the paper, named "The Southerner”, ‘

; in the fight for Negro freedom in the SOubhé]@?§10b2
E::;:ff:fj'who,has furnished reliable information in the 7D
Dast, advised on January 13, 1956, that at the National

Textile Meeting, CP, held in New York City January 14, 1956,
that the question of '"The Southerner' was raised, and it was
stated that efforts should be made in expanding the use of

this paper, and means and ways to do this pere fnriher discussed
for each district. IT is to be noted that advised
that GEOFFREY WHITE and his wife were to be assignéd in

Georgia as colonizers. WHITE was arrested during May 1956

iﬁ Chattanooga and returned to Boston to face Smith Act

* JEST visited| Knoxville, Tenngs :
around April 14, 1956, who according to an |
1s a dues paying Communilst Party member, éﬁceordlng to .GEORGE b2
P. DILLARD, State of Georgia, NELLIE DeSCHAAF, a writer for the »°.
"Worker" in Chicago, 1s a contact—of WEST and was planning in biC

August_1956 to have a_rally to raise money £67 WEST'S paper; = °'°

in which rally RAELJﬂﬂﬂmﬂﬂWﬁaﬁdﬂ would be used for

enbertainment. who has rornisned reliable information

in the past, advised] NELLIE DeSCHAAE held a fund ralsling(®

dinner and party in ChIcago on July 27, 1956, for WEST{SD
E‘ccording tol and| both having

furnished reliable information in the past, 1 .at an P2

SUA meeting in Chicago on January 22, 1956, on  bB7D

February 10, 1956, advised that PERRY CARTWRIGHT, ber

of the SUA, gave a report at an SUA meeting on February 5,
1956, at Chicago, in which he stated that the "cream" Of(?q

/80— 20376 /67
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the Chicago radical movement was present at an affair

honoring DON WEST held February 29, 1956. WEST recelved
$500.00 in contributions, and the Chicago SUA Branch

voted $25.00 for WEST, A .
who has furnished reliable information 7D
in the paSt, on July 3, 1956, advised WEST was introduced

ab a fund raising party in behalf of the ECLC in New York

City on July 1, 1956.

FARRELL DOBBS, SWP candidate far President, adv1sed
in a closed SWP meebing in Dektroit, April L, 1956, that he
had talked to WEST, presumably in Montgomery, Alabama, and
WEST had offered to take him on a tour through- ] which 4,
‘ DOBBS indicated hé would accept, according to who b7D

has furnished reliable information in the past

who has furnished reliable information b2
in the past, on August 27, 1956, advised that at a meeting of ©'P
the SWP in Chicage on August 5, 1956, it was mentioned that
either DON WEST or PERRY CARTWRIGHT was up fof expulsion from
the SUA. PERRY CARTWRIGHT is listed as a contributing editor
. Lor. "The New Southerner", and according to: and

was a member of the Branch Executlive Commitchbee of

€ chlcago Branch, SUA 3 in December 1955.‘5‘) Q)

NY 1286-3% furnlshed information on July 3, 1956,
that ISIDORE GIBBY NEEDLEMAN was contacted by an unknown
-eonecerning fund raising activity in behalf of WEST, and
NEEDLEMAN was asked for suggestions. The same informant
advised on February 20, 1956, that NEEDLEMAN was in contact
with BOB GOE, CP-USA, New York, and stated that DON WEST
was in town. COE replied that he was aware of that and had
been in touch with WEST. NEEDLEMAN was a member of the
Communist Party pricr to 1950, according to and
was formerly attorney for d was a SUspected soviet
agent. COE, according to[fﬁfgﬁf:f; is a member of the
Eastern Regilonal Parm CommisSion, CP-USA. \(VJ ‘

RECOMMENDATION

b2
b7D

Include in the Security Index.
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No membership information has been developed thab
would indicate WEST was active in any basic revelutlonary
organization, in accordance with the M of I eriteria for
placing in Security Index; however, WEST has been active
‘in attending meetings of the SUA and has had conbact with
officials of the SUA, SWP and CP. WEST was known to speak
at o SUA meeting on January 22, 1956; Chicago, and later
appeared at an ECLC meeting July 1, 1956, New York City.

‘ ( ;.

.= Reliable informants reported that GEOFFREY and
FHITE, both Communist Party members, were, or had ” ‘

considered coming to Dalton; Georgla, to work on WEST'S ,

newspaper. After WEST was dismissed from the Church of God

of the Union Assembly and removed from his position on the

paper, WHITE stated that he was still headed for the South, \

but the original deal had fallen through. WHITE wWas subsequently

arrested in Chattanooga, Tennessee, and returned to Boston on

Smith A¢t charges. ‘

, in view of this subject's lengthy history of Communist
activity and his continued contact with highly placed Communist
officials and their obvious support of him financially, it is
believed that WEST is undoubtedly a trusted Communist sympathizer,
if not a CP member. It i1s the Atlanta Office recommendation
that this individual be included on the Security Index.%)uy

DETCOM TABBING
‘1. The subject is nét tabbed for DETCOM.
2, Subject has not been approved for BETCOM tabbing,
,¢3‘ WEST is nov beiné recommnended for DETCOM tabbing.

itted herewith as eﬁcloSures are 5 copies of b6
report SA Atlanta, 10/23/56, and 2 ¢opies ©/C¢
FD 122.
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HEREIN IS UNCYASSIFIED EXCEPE NOV 15 1956,

WHERE SHOWN OfERWISE, ' ° : :
X It is recommended that a Securify’ Index Card be prepared on the
above-captioned individual.

T

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be .
changed as follows: (Specify change only) < '

NAME ) DONALD LEE, WES

T,
ALIASES Don Wes’c Jlm %aver, James Allen eaver,‘flmﬁ/ebb@q) 7]

NATIVE BORN X NATURAIIZED

‘GOMMUNIST X, SOCIALIST WORKERS: PA.R‘.'L‘Y ‘ INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE . N

-/ - -

‘-\

MSCELIANEOUS (Specify)-

TAB FOR DEI‘&OM ‘;’ ; TAB FOR COMSAB. ' RACE W ‘ SEX‘ ‘ MV,
DATE OF BII%H June 6 1908 - PLACE OF BIRI‘H Cafl:"cecay, tGa'
BUSINESS ADDRESS ‘?ého: rname of employing concern and address)z e
Farmer and wr:.’cer, Route 4 Douglasville 2 Georgi‘a %
;2-.

=
St

o
- S

NATURE OF INDUSTEY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facili‘by I.D.S‘b).‘

~r

| ENGLGSUR:!
RESIDENCE. ADDRESS Route. 4 Douglas:v’a.lle 8 Georg:.a
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Reason-FCIM X1, LrZ

‘; of Revi
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SYNOPSIS:

WEST presently residing Route 4, Douglasville, Ga. and
employed at same address as farmer, WEST als wrltlng and
attempting to publish his paper called "T ,1_§w ‘Southerner",
WEST believed to have resided in Montgomery, AIl&; during.
April and May 1956 while publishing "The New Southerner” .
April 1956 edition of this paper printed by AUBREY WILLIAMS,
Montgomery, glabama. After publication, WILLIAMS refused to
print additional Copies and WEST returned to Douglasville, Ga,
ring June 1956 and subsequently published a "Summer Edltloqgg?

Cgﬁhce January 1956, WEST has traveled extensively in northern
‘and eastern sections of U, S. attempting to obtain financial

-~

!

, backing for his publication, WEST has had periodic contact -
§ with ’che Socialist Union of America in Chicago and various ,
’ other groups and individuals under Communist influence in an g
g attempt to raise funds for the publication of his paper. %g%z%f
- WEST obtained.$2,300.00 from an unknown source during February & gg N~
1956 Whl/C oney has been the principal support of instant gg: 214
paper St -
N ‘\‘5 - Eaa®
‘M‘ ’Wrﬂ _p .  TRCIOSURE Eiea
L
Y , ERME
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DETAILS;

All organizations, publications, and ihdividuals mentioned
in this report will be descrlbed in Section IV of this
report.

All informants referred to in this report have furnished ‘
reliable information in the past unless otherwise indicated.

I, BACKGROUND
A, TResidence
1. Current Residence , cég(g‘

E§% April 10, 1956, informant adviégga EST still
maintained his homé on Route 4, Douglasville,
Georgia, and periodically v131ted his home.
Informant stated WEST did not reside on Route 4,
Douglasville, Georgia, at that Time.,

L\

E"l 4/10/56) .g_.i

(:%e informant advised on June 18, 195-;" atE
the subject had returned to his home on Route 4,
Douglasville, Georgia, and apparently was maklng
it his permanent residence.,

L2, sr18/56) gy

‘{Eh September 19, 1956, informant adv1sud7k
continues to reside at Route 4, Douglasv1lle,
Georgia

Effl’ 9/19/56) (§) W
2, Previous Residence

On March 26, 1956, informant advised that after
leaving Dalton, Georgia, subject traveled to

Chicago, Detroit, New York City and Birmingham,
Alabama, prior to going to Montgomery, Alabama.€g>(g2

E’E’ ey
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B. Employment SE : E]]v
1. Current Employment ‘ﬁ)

Enformant advised on August 15, 19561 at
subject was residing on his farm at Douglasville, Georgia,
and stated he was planning to operate the farm in the fall,
He stated that WEST had run an ad for farm help in a local
Farmers Market publication. According to the informant,
the practice in Georgia concerning employment of farm help
has been to employ such help in the fall after the truck
farm season has been compléeted, such employment lasting
until the compWetlon of the succeeding year's truck farm
season., In view of this ad, informant surmised WEST 1ntended
to operate his farm until at~least October 1957

E_r 1, 8/15/5]®¢’~/

Informant stated WEST is presently employed as
a farmer and is attempting to publish "The New Southerner” .

e rmis 3 st — e

R E -1, 9/19/@@6” )

Informant advised durlng March 1956 that he had
ascertained WEST had visited Chicago, Detroit and New York
City during the last several weeks and had secured the
promlse of financial backlng from what he referred to as

"functioning committees” and also stated that he -had
received a promise from an unknown man in Montgomery,
Alabama to pay for the cost of publishing one issue of

his paper. .
: ' Qﬁ\ , '
E-E*z’ 3/26/5%)] &)w

WEST, during June 1956, was unemployed but was
in tThe process of trying to obtain backers for his publi-
cation "The New Southerner" WEST was not known to have

any income,
\o-1. 6/28/56) )

2. Former Employment
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WEST during April 1956 was engaged in publi-
cation of "The New Southerner” and was 1ocated in Montgomery,

Alabama, .
s, wnors sy

II., SUBJECT'S ATTEMPT TO ESTABLISH "THE NEW SOUTHERNER"

During March 1956, WEST was in contact with

Reverend CLAUDE CLOSSIE WILLIAMS, Route 1, Helena, Algbama,
WEST informed WILLIAMS of his plans for publishlng a
monthly newspaper and stated that he had‘made arrangements
with AUBREY WILLIAMS, editor of the Southern Farmer in
Montgomery, Alabama, to publish this paper in tabloid

form. WEST advised WILLIAMS he had visited Chicago,
Detroit and New York City in the last several weeks
wnere he secured the promise of financial backing from what
WEST rveferred to as "functioning committees" in each of
these cities. He also stated to WILLIAMS he had received

a promise from an unknown individual in Montgomery, Alabama
to pay for the cost of publishing one issue of the paper
and stated that on the basis of present promises, he can
now publish approximately six monthly issues of his news-
paper. It is belleved that WEST will utilize the name

"The New Southerner" for his paper. WEST made it clear that
he will be the owner and editor of this paper, and will
retain in himself complete control of the editorial policy
of the paper. WEST stated that the paper will follow a
moderate policy with regard to racial and labor union
questions. WEST referred to the papér as an "educational
paper" and stated it will reflect a liberal Southern
V1eWD01nt WILLIAMS was to contribute each month a

"sermon outline"”, and WILLIAMS planned to purchase 200
copies of the first issue and mail them at his own expenseég%if

WEST planned to 'go to Montgomery, ABlabama during
the latter part of March 1956, where he would be engaged
in completing preparations for the first issue of his
newspaper, which he expected to get out early in April

1956, 7
E‘,‘.‘Q’ 3/26/563@’
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On March 28, 1956, JOE [AZBELL, City Editor,
Montgomery Advertiser, Montgomery, Alabama, a daily
publication. adviged that he had obtained information
from of the Walker Printing Company,
Montgomery, that The subject had had two thousand
letterheads printed bearing the following data: "The
New Southerner, Voice of the South, P. O, Box 6043,
Carolyn Sfgation, Montgomery, Alabama, Editor and Publisheér
Donal lestrs AZBELL further advised that he had
ascertalned that this publication was scheduled to be
printed at Montgomery and stated he had learned from
another newspaperman in Dalton, Georgla, that WEST either
was or had been a "known Communist" AZBELL, writing
in the March 30; 1956 issue of the Montgomery Advertiser,
states WEST left Dalton, Georgia, about ten weeks prior
to that datée after invoking the Fifth Amendment and
refused to answer questions about his past activities
before a Grand Jury of Whitfield County in Dalton, Georgia,'
January 1956, AZBELL's article stated WEST had been editor
of "TQ_ASoutherner", published at Dalton, Georgia, which
accordlng TO AZBELL's quotatlons from the March 26, 1950,
issue of "The Militant" was a strong pro-labor and

pro-union publlcatlon. This article by »wAZBELL states.

WEST was expelled as an ordained minister of the Church
of God in Dalton, Georgia, following public disclosure of
alleged Communisét associations and refusal to answer
guestions before the Grand Jury. According to AZBELL,
thls matter was of some public :Lnteres’c in Dailton. @/ w
.AZBELL's article stated that the House
Committée on Un-American Activities listed "dozens" of
references about WEST including articles in the Daily

WorKer, reflecting that DON WEST was a member of the
. Communist Party, and another issue of the Daily Worker

described WEST as "Communist Party Organizer for Keritucky".
A7ZBELL's article further refers to the House Committee

on Un-American Activities' report dated June 16, 1947,

which, according to AZZBELL, describes "DON WEST, Poéet"

as a "known Communist Party member....coce

. AZBELL continues by quoting an article appear-
ing in the Atlanta Constitution, a daily newspaper of
Atlanta, Georgia, in which WEST is quoted as saying "Twenty
years ago 1 wrote a poem which appeared in the Daily Worker.
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"T was a Communist then. Any youhg person who is not a
rebel is not worth his salt. 1 am not a Communist now.
T am a Georgia farmer....ceceeeee o

| AZBELLLS  article contained a photograph of a
portion of the "Daily Worker' of March 13, 1934, containing -
a poem of DON WEST which is entitled "Listen, I am a
Communist". The photograph of the 1934 "Daily Worker"

also shows an article featuring a photograph of a leader

of theéd "Proletarian Red Army" and a favorable article

about him and other leaders of that organization.

AZBELL's article carried a reprint of a
letterhead captioned "The New Southerner, A Voice of the
New South Advocating Truth, Hope, Unity, Love, Mercy,
Brotherhood, Non-Violence, Sympathy". The editor and .
publisher for the paper was named as DONALD L. WEST;
congeibuting editongsdisted were PERRY CARTWRIGHT, WALTIER
EADILLARD, MORRISZLEMMONS, BUFORD' POSEY, BYRON HERBERT

‘)QgﬁggEg AUBREY WILLIAMS-and ALVA W..TAYLOR., The address
TN ofthe paper is given as P. O, Box G043, Carolyn Station,
* Montgomery, Alabama, .
N e csamtcmsamenty

A review of the April 1956 "The New Southerner”
substantiates the above with the exception of the words
"Unity", "Love",  and "Mercy". The personnel listed ‘on
page two of "The New Southerner”, April Edition, 1§ idéndical
to that listed in AZBELL's coélumn. | ‘

Informant advised on April 2, 1956, that WEST

visited the home of CLAUDE CLOSSIE WILLIAMS, Route 1,
Helena, Alabama, and delivered WILLIAMS 500 copies of -
"The New Southerner”, which paper was published at
Montgomery, Alabama, and was printed by AUBREY WILLIAMS,
According to the informant; WILLIAMS accepted 500 copies
which he planned to personally mail himself at his own
expense. Informant stated WEST had paid WILLIAMS’$100;OO
to assist in publishing the paper, but WILLIAMS was not
satisfied with the paper and stated he considers it to
be poorly written and poorly published, - According to
WILLIAMS, he considered subject  had made "a mess” of
the first edition of thé paper and gave too.much front

- page space to the problems of the chenille workers in
Dalton, Georgia, and not enough to the racial question
which WILLIAMS considered to be pertinegt. According tqi?g§/

-<- SEORE

y
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x . . %l‘ Qi .
WILLIAMS, WEST.is:too emptional™and’visionary to get
out an effective paper, and WILLIAMS does not feel the
paper will be successful., WILLIAMS stated to the
informant WEST had raised approximately $2,500 to
publish the paper, . that money coming from groups in

northern citiés, WILLIAMS also stated to the informant

that WEST planned to see some individuals in Texas in
an attempt to secure Communist Party support for his

paper. %)’\L\) ET_Q’ 4/2/56:}]@)@

T-2 on May 1, 1956, stated he had obtained
information that subject had recently contacted CLAUDE
CLOSSIE WILLIAMS and advised him that AUBREY WILLIAMS
has refused %o publish anymore editions of "The New
Southerner”, WEST stated that AUBREY WILLIAMS did not
mall. three thousand copies of the newspaper which he
had printed for WEST and advised that AUBREY WILLIAMS
had made a trip to New York City to see some "big
fellows" in his own printing organization, and upon
returning to Montgomery took three thousand copies of
the paper which had been prepared for mailing and took
them to Douglasville, Georgia and turned them over to
the subject. WEST allegedly stated that AUBREY WILLIAMS
did not wish to be bothered by the White Citizéns Councils
which apparently had threatened him and for that reason
was not going through with his contract to print "The New
Southerner"”. According to CLAUDE CLOSSIE WILLIAMS,
AUBREY WILLIAMS printed at least 7,500 copies of "The

New Southerner”. @W;
ﬂ -2, 5/1/5'621&(16)@

Informant advised on February 20, 1956, that
ISTDORE -GIBBY NEEDLEMAN was in contact with BOB COE in NYC and
stated ©o.COE™ that DON WEST was in town. COE stated he
was aware of that and had been in touch with WEST / Qﬁ

@;3, 2/20/56) [¥) w!

T-3 advised on July 3, 1956, that he was in
the presence of ISIDORE GIBBY NEEDLEMAN when contacted
by an unknown individual who asked NEEDLEMAN if anyone
had contacted him about DON WEST, NEEDLEMAN stated that @)@l
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no one had contacted him about W and further stated
that he, NEEDLEMAN, is not at Hampton Bays this summer .
but knows the set up there and stated he knows DON.WEST.
This unknown individual stated to NEEDLEMAN that WEST

was in New York City for several days and is raising funds
to get his paper "down there" going. This individual
advised NEEDLEMAN that WEST would try to get out an issué

" during the summer of 1956, The unknown individual stated

the questions for NEEDLEMAN'S judgment are: (1) Would
there be any possibility at this late date of NEEDLEMAN-
talking to "the group out there', and (2) Would there be
any possibility of making an arrangement whereby WEST's
paper would come in for a share .of the proceeds this
summer? NEEDLEMAN replied that this is a possibility
and suggested that WEST go "up there" and speak to some
of the~People, NEEDLEMAN suggested that WEST see MOSES
B MSTERR, 2U3 W. 70th St., New York Cityuﬁﬂm.ci u

- (2. 7/3/5‘6)“@;5@

: Ezéformant advised on August 28, 19553 that (FY YW
he had obtdThed information that the subject as~DON WE
was issuéd 'a cashier's check for $2,300,00 on February 17,
1956, which check was drawn on the Second National Bank,
Washington, D. C. According to the informant, this check
was deposited at the Bank of Austell, Austell, Georgia,
in the account of "The New Southerner’ by WEST. :

E:l, 8/28/5'5]%@

.EE;M, who h%d access to reliable information,

- on Sept er 27, 1950, \stated he was unable to identify

the purchaser of the cashier's check issued to WEST on
February 17, 1956, drawn on the Second National Bank,

Washington, D, C. '
(iza, o/27/56) Ja)(@)
T-2 on July 12, 1956, advised subject had

“récently published a "Summer Issue" of "The New Southerner”.

Informant stated he did not know who had printed or

published the paper but advised that according to CLAUDE
CLOSSIE WILLIAMS, WEST has a brother who operates a

country newspaper in Georgia, and it is believed that he{%é}g/
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WEST's, brother, has a secret 1nte est in the paper.
It was WILLIAMS' belief that thelsummer issue of the
paper may have been published by WEST's brother /‘Xy}

|(a-2, 7/12/56) | & Y

‘A review of the Summer 1956 edition of "The
. New S~ukherner" fails to reflect the editorial staff
or the pUblLﬁnewq.however, on the masthead the following
appears: 'Publisheéa by raoperative labor". The place
of publication does not appear..

IIT. ACTIVITIES OF SUBJECT INDICATING CONNECTION
WITH COMMUNIST PARTY, COMMUNIST GROUPS OR
INDIVIDUALS HAVING CONNECTIONS WITH THE
‘COMMUVIST PARTY

Eééformant during May 195t;L£§a%ﬂshed informa-
tlon that the name and address "Revefehd DONALD L. WEST,
care of ‘The Southerner, Dalton, eorgla appeared in the
records of the Committee to End Sedition Laws, 3619 Forbes
treet, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, i

E:S’ May 195'651@)@/
b6

, Informants advised, according to TOM LUDWIG, b7C
on April 14, 1956, DON. WEST had visited for
two nlghts recantly in Knoxville, Tennessee. (gi)é”

\(1-6 ana 2.7, 4/19/5]%@«,}

Informant advised on April 23, 1956, that he
had obtained 1#i3£%au10n that the subject had visited

the home of 0, GANATIONS at Lakeland, Florida, on

April 23, 19506, Accordlng to the 1nformant WEST stated
he was trying to get out a paper after the orlglnal paper
called "The Southerner"” was closed down. WEST stated he
was having trouble getting th rlntlng done as he "had

. Peen blasted as a Communlst

\ EB 4/23/50)'L

% -~
gé§ilnformant T-9, who has %;fess to reliable (

e e e o
——— I

. informatfion, advised on May 1, 195 that the subject as
DON WEST was glven a $150.00 cheok rawn on the account

. SEORET
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of the United Electrical Radio and Machine Workers of
America, Local 475, located at 160 Montague Street,
Brooklyn, New York., According to the informant, thls
check was deposited in the Austell Bank, Austell
Georgia, on April 27, 1956,

@ | E@, 5/1/563(7‘?5 ¢

Ezﬁormant advised on June 18, 19553 that the
subgect's name as DON WEST, without an address, appeared

on a list of individuals who were to be invited to attend

a ¢onference on the South, scheduled to be held June 30,
1956, at the Jefferson School of Social 801enc§ n New
York City. According to this informant, .DOXE TLKERSON,

Director Qﬂ.Eaculty—and~Curr1culum—at*Jefferson Sc@pol i~
of Social Science, was preparing thé invitation list -

and would attempt to determine thé addréss of the subject,
as well as other individuals appearing on the invitation

E‘_ 10, 6/18/563%)@

Q}B Informant advised on July 3, .1 that
DONALD WEST, the editor and publisher f a newspaper
printed in Montgomery, Alabama, known as "The New
Southerner" was introduced at a fund raising party in

dist.

behalf of thé Emergency Civil Liberties Committee. which

was held in the residence of

New York City, on July I, L[950.

' U-"&’Elo 7/3/56_3(%/) W)

On July 25, 1956, 1nformant advised that NELLIE
DeSCHAAF was planning to hold a party for the subject on

July 27, 1956. Informant gtated that DeSCHAAF advised him
. DON WEST's daughter, HETTYMEST, is in Chicago taking a

8ix weeks course‘atfthe A-t\ Institute. According to
DeSCHAAF, HETTY WEST was - to take part in the program on
July 27, 1956. Informant also advised that there was a
party held for DON WEST last Saturday' Night (7,/20/56).
in the Hyde Park area of ,Chicagd., According t6 the

informant, this affair whs vun by PERRY CARTWRIGHT at the
- home of Dr, and approximately $235.00
was ralse_d° 7 Af“ii 7 ii‘\

-~ Eu, 7/25/563@@'

)

b6
b7cC

b6
bic
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nformant advised on ‘August 28,\1955:]that‘
NELLIE DeSCHAAF had been in contact with WEST in
August 1956, and had discussed tentative and possible

plans of having a rally for "The New Southerner" in the
near fubure, DeSCHAAF indicated that PAUL ROBESON and b6

may be used for entertainment purposes. pic

According to the informant, DeSCHAAF stated that she
did not have much to do and that she had two weeks to

et up her article for "The Worker". o
get up : Tz, 8/ee/56) | @Y @

Informant advised on July 27, 1956, that
invitations were distributed to hear DON WEST on July 27,
1956, at Vilnis; 3116 S. Halstead St., Chicago, Illinois,
and the invitations bore the typewritten name of NELLIE
DeSCHAAF, No sponsoring organization was mentionai;@ﬁj@ﬂ

G 7707/ @y

On July 30, 1956, informant advised that a
dinner party was held by NELLIE DeSCHAAF on July 27, )
1956, in honor of DON WEST prior to the affair held at
"Vilnis", According to the informant, the affair at’
"Vilnis" started at about 9:00 P.M. with approximately
37 people present, Informant stated that NELLIE
DeSCHAAF opened the meeting by introducing -HETTY WEST
and stated that she had won a music scholarship at the
age of 12 in Jackson, Mississippi. Informant stated
WEST spoke and also read some of his poetry. WEST
stated that his father was a sharecropper and that he
never had & chance to own his own land. WEST stated
that he, himself, owned a farm near Atlanta, Georgia,
and that his wife teaches school in that area, WEST
related he started "The Southerner" in Dalton, Georgia,
and stated there were fourteen issues of this paper printed:
with the assistance of a small church group who helped
finance the paper. WEST related that since leaving
Dalton, Georgia, he has started "The New Southerner"
and that funds are needed to get this into all the
Southern States so the people can know the truth, WEST
stated that in the past five or six months, he had driven
over sixty thousand miles and had attended White Citizéns-
Council meetings everywhere. He stated that mést of
these meetings were held secretly, without any publicity,
and stated that he has a trunk full of data which he
has gathered at these various meetings, WEST relatedé?f)(g}

T SEORET
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that in Dalton, Georgia, an American Legion official

has said the Negroes intend to "take over" and that

they are smuggling in complete arsenals, According

to WEST, they are planning all kihds of f£ilthy meetihgs
to 1nc1te the white people. He stated that if any of
the white people sympathize with the Negroes, all their
credit is cut off. WEST stated that since he came to
Chicago he has been notified that his insurance has been

- cancelled. WEST continued stating that he was pleased

to note that when he was in Montgomery; Alabama recently
the buses still go by empty while cars pull up at corners-
and small quiet groups of Negroes get in, He stated that
when he had to publish his paper, he went to Montgomery,.
Alabama, and was aided there by AUBREY WILLIAMS, WEST
continued stating the people in Chicago have been very
respon31ve, and that he spoke twice last night at meetings

in Chicago (place unknown) .(; @

According to the informant, PERRY CARTWRIGHT
also spoke and stated that he first read about DON WEST
in the "Guardian"” and that he went to see WEST to find
out how he could help him, Informant stated CARTWRIGHT
made the collection speech which amounted fo approx1mately

$ho. 50, @\) @

Informant stated that during the course of the
evening HETTY WEST stated in conversation that the FBI
had called on her mother and stated that the principal
of the school where Mrs. WEST taught called the trustees
together as a result of this FBI contact. According to
HETTY WEST, the principal told them that Mrs. WEST is
the best teacher they have ever had. <§g

Ell 7/30m/56) (%)(L;f

West's Contact with Socialist
Union of America (SUA)

On January 25, 1956, informant advised she

“attended a showing of "Salt of the Earth", which was

held January 22, 1956, at Shockwell Hall, 55th and
Blackstone Streets, Chicago, 1111n01s, Informant
advised DON WEST, editor of "The Southerner"” was present @g)(;}

EIQ 1/25,/56). @’)w)




X

- o . Ly
i w r e . i
« .

< . . - )

. .
N

AT 100-559 .
gﬁmﬂ 2@!/

EE% January 26, 1956, informant advised| there

was a meeting held at Socialist Union of America

headquarters, 208 N, Wells St., Chicago, on January 22,

1956, According to the informant, most of the members

came to the meeting directly from the showing of the

film "Salt of the Earth" on the Southside, which film

was sponsored by the Socialist Union of America,

According to the informant, DON WEST, editor of "The

Southerner" was present and spoke, According to the.

informant, WEST spoke cohcerning the progress of "The

Southerner' and the need for such a paper. WEST stated

that he had started progressive thinking among the Dalton, Ga.

chenille workers, and stated two of them came to him and

asked if he could help them start a union. WEST stated

that he replied he was not in the union organizing business

but told them to contact a union headguarters in the North

which would send an organizer to the Dalton area. He

said this was done, and the organizer was sent to Dalton

but encountered considerable trouble. WEST stated that

his efforts and those of the organizer were opposed.

WEST further stated that he had taken the side of the

striking workers in Dalton, and the factory owners got

their newspapers to attack him because he was on the

worker's side. WEST stated that "hooligans'" broke

the windows of his newspaper office and his distributors

were harassed and people were incited against him.

WEST stated that Reverend PRATT had stood by him but

PRATT was only interested in the religious angle of the

paper. WEST described PRATT as a man of honest convictilions

who, although he did not know much about labor, could

see that WEST was right. WEST stated that the "big

people' put the pressure on PRATT and his credit was

curtailed in the local banks. WEST continued, stating

that the County District Attorney wanted them to sign

non-Communist affidavits, and they were opposed to this

on principde until PRATT said he had a "vision" that they

should comply. WEST stated he agreed and stated that

they all went to a civic hall and were ready to be

sworn, but the District Attorney stated he would give

the oath to everyone but WEST and stated WEST should

"come down" for questioning_ about his past associations

and history. WEST then stated that he would not agree

to this but that he would sign that he was not a Communist.

He stated his past was nobody's business and stated that

he had been informed that a warrant was being sworn out

- 13 - _
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for him, so he left Dalton, Eiorgla 4 WEST continued,
stating that he has not given up or given in, and the
need for a militant Southern publication is stronger
than ever. He stated that organization of the South
is of vital importance. He stated that to be of
lasting and strong effect in the South, such a

- movement must ve indigenous to the South and that
people from New York and other areas cannot do the
job. WEST stated to the group that "The Southerner'
will be published again although there may be trouble
with the name, and it may be necessary to call it "The
New Southerner'. He stated that the paper will be
better than ever because the burden of PRATT's heavy
religious articles, which were never a positive contri-
bution to a Southern progressive newspaper, will be

. removed. He stated that AUBREY WILLIAMS, a publisher

in a Southern city, would assist him in this publication.

. Informant adviged that at this meeting some
envelopes were addressed to be used in mailing leaflets
which had not been prepared but which leaflet was to be
an announcementv of a meeting to be held on January 29,
1956, and was to be a fund raising social for "The
Southerner',

@\4 | E 13, 1/26/;](‘%&}

' gégé{é; February 10, 1956, informant adv1se@
meeti was-held at the 8001allst Union of America
headquarters in Chicago on February 5, 1936, in which
PERRY CARTWRIGHT gave a report on the affair honoring
DON WEST which was held January 29, 1956. CARTWRIGHT
stated that the "cream" of the Chicago radical move-
ment was present, and the affair was very successful.
WEST received over $500.00 in contributions, and the
Chicago SUA branch voted $25.00 for WEST CARTWRIGHT
stated WEST will try to raise $5,000.00 in the North

and $5,000,00 in the South. ,
@—13, 2/1.0/5‘{)] @u}

on February 8h 1956, informant furnished
information concerning a meeting held at the SUA ‘
Headquarters, Chicago, February 5, 1956, in Whlch Si)qﬁ)




o » L\
L. D o , ‘ ‘
. w .

AT 100-559

* INT o]

SE@H
PERRY CARTWRIGHT furnished a reportfconcerning the
financial success of a recent meeting held for WEST.
According to the informant, WEST was going to Detroit
and New York and planned to raise $5,000.00 in the

North and $5,000.00 in the South to re-publish his

paper. (¥ 3 ” |
@) ¢l @14, 2/8/5_51@)@

, West's Contact withnlhdividualé-' '
‘k‘l(g;:onﬁected with Socialist wOrkersw> Q'_’)
u;arty (Swp) 1.

) On March 10, 1956, informant advised that he
attended a meeting of the Detroit Branch of the SWP
on March-9, 1956, at which time he.-obbained information
from an individual who had gone to Montgomery, Alabama
as a reporter for "The Militant"., Informant stated
that this individual stated that the subjeect, who was
described as a "great big red-necked cracker" from
Dalton, Georgia, had recently gone to Montgoméry in
connection with the racial disturbances there. WEST
was reported to have left Dalton, Georgia, under
pressure and WEST reportedly. had been mixzed up with a
church group while in Dalton, Georgia, WEST reportedly
had gone to New York recently and had a conference at
the SWP Headquarters with the "Militant" staff, and from
‘there was going to Montgomery. Informant stated that
according to his source, the activities concerning
WEST were not made clear as to whether the above contact
had taken place or was to take place. %‘) U

(215, 39567} &)y
Informant advised on May 1, 1956, that on
April 4, 1956, he had attended a special membership
meeting of the Detroit Branch of the SWP in Detroit,
Michigan+— Informant stated that this was a closed
Tmembership meeting in which FARRELL DOBBS reported,
among other things, that he had talked to DON WEST,
Southern radical and former editor of a church paper
in Dalton, Georgiz. According to DOBBS, WEST was
chaged out of Dalton, Georgia, by a crowd of people. ,
According to DOBBS, WEST had offered to take him on a @')

M’
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tour through Georgia, which offer was accepted and will

be carried out as soon as possible. Informant stated
that DOBBS presumably talked with WEST in Montgomery,

Alabanmw(§$3éﬂ) ( —
. o W15, 5/1/56) | &) ).

On August 27, 1956, informant advised there
was a meeting of the SWP held in Chicago on August 5,
1956. Informant stated that he had obtained information
that "Militants® were distributed at a meeting held
previously for DON WEST. He also stated that it was
mentioned at this meeting that either DON WEST or PERRY
CARTWRIGHT was up fsv expulsion from the. 8001allst

Union of America 03] ‘ | i
A(T_1.6, 8/27/@ (;g ) o)

IV, DESCRIPTION OF INDIVIDUALS, ORGANIZATIONS
AND PUBLICATTIONS MENTIONED IN THIS REPORT

PERR l ARTWRIGHT
\

The above»captioned individual was serving
\ as a member of the Branch Executive Committee of the
, Eghlcago Branch of:zhe the Socialist Union-ofAmerica on

Cember 14, 195 hat 1
July 1955.

755) o
| Avz) g

THE. COMMUNIST PARTY

- The Communisgt Party has been designated by the
Attorney General as coming within the purviéw of Execu-
tive Order 10450,

BOB_COE

T 4
/ »Tt is %o be noted that BOBACOE is an alias of
¥COE. Informant advised in March 1956, that  j.
CHARLES COE is & member of the Eastern RleOHGT Farm
Cormission of the Communist Party, USA(Eg) H

E 17, March 19{]@@&)

e — . e

ving been elected to that post durlng»
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COMMITTEE ‘I’O END “SEDITION.LAWSSE %EW- )

\ S g% /
o IE;18‘advised onh February 3, 1955,(that the
Committee to End Sedition Laws (CESL), was established
in Novemper 1954 at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, by
ALLAN g;%M@ﬁEIL,District #5, Communist Party member,
Informant stated that the main objective of this—
committee was the abolit‘i_%; @f) all state sedition laws.

t;:l8 advisa&]tha because of the small leader-
ship click involved, all of whom are District #5, Communist
Party members, the CESL was undoubtedly Communist Party
sponsored and dominated.

x ' V-1, 2/3/55) | @)

(8119 advised on Merch 13, 193%] that ALLAN
D, McNEYLL continues to function as Seecretary of the

CESL. \ |
'SKT”‘”’ 3/13/56) ()¢
NELLIE DESCHAAF )

- — cagfﬂu
B }/ x%gformant stated on August- 28, 195%3 at
/})LNELLIE DESCHAAF was a writer for "The Worker'.
7 - : :
- .‘('If—l, 8/28/5.@%)@)
ol i/

_ | FIRRELLYPOPBS is the presidential candidabe_of..
©he Soclalist Workers Party. for_the 1956 presidentialr

] i . . o
W m“(;

FARRELL DOBBS

(The Militant, issue 9/24/56)
EMERGENCY CIVIL LIBERTIES COMMITTEE (ECLC)

The "Daily Worker", ahn east coast communigt
daily newspaper, issue of October 8, 1951, page 1,
columns 4 and 5, in an article entitled "150 Notables
Porm Emergéncy €Civil Rights Committee," reflected that
the formation of the ECLC had been announced on Qctober 7,
1951. It was shown that the purpose of the organization
would be to help mobilize public opinion in support of
the traditional American constitutional guarantees of
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i

civil liberties and to render ai %tp victims of abridg-
ment of these liberties in politics, education and the
professions. The founders, according to the article,
included more than 50 members of the clergy and many
educators and professionals.,

T-20, who was in a position to furnish reliable
information, on October 21, 1955, furnished information
refiecting that the Communist Party (CP) felt that help
should be extended in bulldlng a "united front civil
liberties organization'" in the United States which, while
not led by the "left", would contain labor, llberal and
"left forces" within it in a commonly agreed program,
including defense of the rights of communists, @U

: The information further indicated that the Cp
felt that this aim can best be achieved by helping the ECLC
to become a national organization with local chapters
operating on the basis of its progran. Cﬁ) @

The headquarters of the ECLC is located at .

421 Tth Avenue, New York City.
E:—T_—EO, 10/21/5?)1@9@)

JEFFERSON SCHOOL OF SOCIAL. SCiENCE N

It is to be noted that the Jefferson School of
Social Science has been designated by the Attorney General
as coming within the purview of Executive Order 10450,

'3 /;(‘e}

TOMAUDWIG is described as a past dues paying
member of the_CommunlstﬂPartyaand a person who is Still
in sympathy with the Communist ~rarty and assoc1ates with
Communiist Party members and sympathigers. CgD e

i}

ISIDORE GIB] 7 EEDLEMAN

Informant advised on an unknown date.prior to
1950 that NEEDLEMAN had been a member of _the CP, New
York: City since the early 1 1930’3

T as

(T 21, unknown) QQ-

E{'~6 and T-7, 44/19/.55;@)

.
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HELEN PARSONS

b6
Informants described on April 19, b7C

1956, as’a dues paylng member: 0 the communist Party,

who has for tThHeé hepast two or three years collecte

membership dues from members in East- Tennessee.‘ )

N B E 6, T-7, 4/19/55_] @5(«)

——

bo
b7cC
&EE‘Iﬁfé?VIE&EE:;;;Zuly 27, 1951, and

admitted he was prev1ously a member of the Communist.

Politiéal AssociZtion and that he had been expelled

as being a "deviationist". The Communist Political
Association has been de51gnated by the Attorney General -
as coming within thé purview of Executive Order 10450,

PAUL, ROBESON

(u)
fiﬁformant advised in June l9§é§§%at PAUL ROBESON
was known to him prior to 194 5 as a concealed Communist,

E;—(EE, June 195"9314%)@)

SOCIALIST UNION OF AMERICA (SUA)

T-23, on Novémber 8, 1954, advised that the
SUA was founded by a minority group which broke away
from the Socialigt Workers Party (SWP) primarily because
the minority group believed that the organization should
enter the Communist Party (CP) and other left-wing groups
with the intention of swinging these groups right or
Teft, thereby making a revolution possible in a shorter
tlme. ‘The: SUA was formally founded at what was calléd
the Midwest Founding ference held November 21 1953,
at Detroit, Michigan.(, Q

The SWP and CP have been des1gnated by the

Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive

Qrder 10450,

E{-%, 11/8/54) (&) gl
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SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY - §§§2;~s

The Socialist Workers 'Party has been designated
by the Attorney General as coming w1th1n the purview of
Exécubive Order 10450,

IaE:
"The Dalton News”ﬁja bi-weekly newspaper of Dalton;
Georgia, edition of September 18, 1955, page 16, carried
an articéle which was taken from the files of the House
Un-American Aot1v1t1es Committee, concerning ALVA TAYIOR.
Thig article reflects that the House Committee on Un-American
Activities ¥ists TAYLOR as having been afifiliated with, .
in some capacity, the American Committee for Pro;eptlgna v
of Foreign Born, Peoples Institute on Applled Religion,
American Committee for Spanish Freedom and the National

‘Coun01l of American Soviet Friendship.

ATl of the above-mentioned. organlzations have
‘been de31gnated by the Attorney General as coming within
the purview of Executive Order 10450,

THE DAILY WORKER

‘The Dally wOrker is an east coast communlst dally
newspaper.

THEKWORKER

The Worker is the Sunday Edition of the Daily
Worker, '

CLAUDE CLOSSIE WILLIAMS

During the course of hearings held by House
Commlttee on Un-American Activitiés, New York City,
July 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 1953, BENJAMIN GITLOW, a self- /
admltted former CP functionary, testified concerning

Communist infiltration of religious inghitutions. -GITLOW

related that Reverend. CLAUDE. CLOSSI '\ILLIAMS was a
member of the Communist Party and the Director of the
Peoples InstltutgmgimApplleg Rellglon (PIAR). The PIAR
has been cited by thée Attorney General pursuant to
Executive Order 10450.
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THE MILITANT

Wl
E; ol adv1sed A?Aprll 27, 1956, that "The

Militant'™ 1s staffed, controlled and published as a . -

weekly newgpaper of the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) Q%;KJ

[ 2u, a/27/5c]§§5 W'

In the booklet entitled Guide to Subversive
Organizations and Publications, dated 5/14/51, prepared
and released by the Committee on Un-American Activities,
U. S. House of Representatlves, Washington, D. C., the’
following information is noted:

VILNIS

1. Vilnis ("The Surge"), a Lithuanian labor daily,
is among publications found "tc be Communist

\ initiated and controlled, or so strongly influenced
as to be in the Stalin solar system,”
(California Committee on Un-American Activities,
Report, 1948, p. 225.)

2. A Lithuanian daily which the Communist Party
admits is under Communist influence. Address:
3116 South Halstead Street, Chicago, Ill.
(Massachusetts House Commlttee on Un-~-American
Activities, Report, }938, p. 280.)

AUBREY WILLIS WILLIAMS

nY Huéneﬁ luuluhﬂ<
2 TLLIAMS, owner of the”Southern
Farmer, Inc., Montgomery, . Alabama, according to the Mareh 19,
1954 issue of '"The New Orleans~States", a daily newspaper
published at New Orleans, Louisiana, appeared as a witness
before the Senate Internal Security Sub Committee at New
Orleans that date arnd admitted having worked _in the
interest of the Civil nghts 3 Congress and hav1ng q;gngg'the
§tockholm _Peace. Petltlon, but stated that he had requested
that his name be removed from association with both after
he learned that they were Communist inspired movements.
WILLIAMS denied that he had eveér been & CP member or

under Communist discipline.
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T-2, on July 13, 1954 adv1sed that to his
knowledge WILLIAMS has mever been a member of the
Communist Party. Informant stdated WILLIAMS appears
to favor many Communist Party policies but is unwilling
to openly espouse t?gfe WOllCleS for fear of criticism

U

as a pro-Communist
E -2, 7/13/5-:] EY

UNITED ELECTRICAL RADIO AND
MACHINE WORKERS OF AMERICA

L .

Thé "Directory of Labor Unions in the U. S."
for 1953, U. S. Department of Labor Bulletin #1127,
on page 5, states that the United Electrical'Radio
and Machine Workers of America is a labor union which
was expelled from the Congress of Industrial Organizations
(CIO), on charges of Communist infiltration on November 2,

19h9.
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‘ New York letter to the Director dated July 12,
1956, captioned CP-USA, District #3, Eastern Pennsylvanla,
Philadelphia Field DlVlSlon, IS-C, NY file 100-34927,
contains information attrlbuted tol | According
to information received from this , July 6,
1956, an individual named J@EMQggERTS was worklng out

of CP Headquarters in NY_ organizing farmers in Pentisyluvania.
a5t parag?gﬁg, page 3 of this letter reflects the :

following: @ /

"With respect to ROBERTS, the informant advised

that in addition to ROBERTS' duties inh Eastern
Pennsylvania, HAL SIMON and DON WEST of the CP-USA
prior te the steel strike, assigned ROBERTS to make
a number of tTrips with respect to CP organizational
activities ip the event the steel strike should occur

It is noted that in the report of SA JOSEPH V.
WATERS dated 7/20/56, at New York, entitled CP-USA,
pages 126 and 127 mentioned JIM WEST reported to the
National Trade Union Commission on June 6, 1956, in
which he spoke of the steel industry.

DON WEST has not been known to hold such
position or be of such influence in the CP-USA that he
would bé in a position to assign anyone duties.

Careful consideration has been given to each
source concealed in this report and T symbols were
utilized only in those 1nstances where the source must
be concealeéed.

The files of the Atlanta 0ffice fail to reflect b6
any material that coiild be used for a documentation . bi7cC
concerning

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
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 INFORMANTSWH
N Date of Activity Agent to File No.
Identity And/or Description Whom Where
of Source of Information . Furnished Located
_ mo1 sl | information concern- sal | 100-559-
b7D ing residence and 673, 684,
employment, 4/10, 706, instant
Ettorney Gem.  6/18, 8/15, 9/19/56. report. b6 |
State of Ga., ‘ bic |
Atlanta, Ga. Re receipt of $2300.00 SA 100-559-697
(requested)  check 3/20/56. )
' Subject's contact with - 100-559-697
DeSCHAAF, August. 1956 7 <3§£)
Documentation NELLIE , :
DeSCHAAF, 8/98/56 o
b6 =2 i , General information,
b7Cc v employment and residence
2? : of subject 3/26/56
b7D

Information re "The New D2

@) Southerner', L4/2/56 b7D

Information re "The New
Southerne, 5/1/56

Information re WEST's brother
as printer of paper, 7/12/56

Characterization of
AUBREY WILLTAMS.

T-3 is gxl NEEDLEMAN's contact of

Ny 1286-8 BOB COE re subject,.
2/20/56.
NEEDLEMAN ac¢quainted with
sub ject, T7/3/56.

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
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" INPORMANTS (CONT'D) Sﬁ@%ﬂ

: Date of Activity Agent to File No.
Identity And/or Description Whom Where
of Source of Information Furnished Located
- Tl g Negative info re 100-559-
ﬁ—?c check dated 705
2/11/56
second NaTional
Bank, Wash.,
D. €. (requested)
T-5 is Subject s name 100+559~ ,’
GS PG 132-S{4/  appeared in CESL 67h
Pittsburgh, Pa.
o 5/3/56
L\ T-6 is West visited home 100~559-
& | v/ of prior 683.
. to B/I0/56 [/
: b6
Documentation of TOM p7cC [ e
_ LUDWIG and | {58
b2 7 )
b7D T-7 is Documentation of TOM
M) Lubwig and
T-8 is former WEST at home of OTIS
@l NATIONS, 4/23/56
T-9 is UE Local 475 check to 100-559-
subject April 1956 . 681
b6 Chemical Corn b7D
b7C Exchange Bank,
b7D 50 Court St.,
Brooklyn, N. Y.
(requested)
ﬁiD T=10 is Invitation to Jefferson
@l School, NYC, 6/18/56
WEST at ECLC meeting
— 7/1/56
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AT 100-559

Identitj
of Source

T4 g

b2
b7D

T-15 4is

(§§L
(%)
N

716 is |
| | ¢

: ’T—lf is Qﬁ

\ T—i8 is
} QA)

TNFORMANTS (CONT 'D)

Date of Activity Agent to File No.
And/or Description  Whom Where
of Informatiqn o Furnished Locgtgd

Party held for WEST
7/27/56, Chicago

Meeting held for WEST
7/30/56, Chicago

WEST at Chicago SUA ’ 100-559~
meeting 1/22/56 . 664

SUA meeting 1/22/56

WEST honored at Chicago

meeting 1/29/56. i?p

Documentation of PERRY
CARTWRIGHT 12/14/55

Info re meeting for WEST,
Chicago, 1/29/56

Documentation of PERRY
CARTWRIGHT 12/14/55

Info re WEST from SWP
reporter 3/9/56

WEST mentioned at SWP
‘meeting, Détroit, Michigan
April 4, 1956

WEST mentioned at SWP
meeting Chicago 8/5/56

Documentation of
CHARLES COE

Documentation of CESL

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
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AT 100-559 9
INFORMANTS (CONT'D) Ss ) -‘*_
Date of Activity Agentfto File No,

Identity °  And/or Description Whom Whére

of- Souice of Informatlon ) Furnished Logated\ ,

.19 ig @ Re —7

Panel Source used to .

document CESL

T-20 is Used to document

Ny 1317-g{4! ECLC

‘ |
Tu2] dg ] Documentation of I
, (A ISIDORE NEEDLEMAN !

b2 i
beé - T-22 is ) Documentation of (l
pTe " LOUIS BUDENZ'WW  PAUL ROBESON g

T-23 is Documentation . ;

Socialist Union J
former of America
. g
it’.- =24 3 Documentation of .

Q& < o Mhe Militant" |

LEADS

AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK

Will recontact to ascertain if
information furnished by That inrormant July 6, 1956,
applled to DON WEST or JIM WEST. Will 1dent1fy MOSES
B SHERR, 243 W, 70th St., New York clty.(}{)(@ :

ATLANTA
AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA

Will ascertain WEST's present activities con-
cerning "The New Southerner" and locate place and identi-

fy publisher of same.
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R

Report of SA

AT 100-559

LEADS:(CONT"

G
T v
ER

ATTANTA: (CONT'D)

D)

<.

Will follow activities of WEST.

Will follow Bureau authorization for

recommendation of inclusion of
index.. .

subject on security

REFERENCE

entitled "The New Joutherner..

Mobile, 5/31/56, b6

b7cC

Report of SA

ADMINISTRATIVE

2/29/56, Atlanta.
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